Gambier Observer, January 18, 1837 by unknown
Digital Kenyon: Research, 
Scholarship, and Creative Exchange 
1837 
1-18-1837 
Gambier Observer, January 18, 1837 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.kenyon.edu/observer1837 
Recommended Citation 
"Gambier Observer, January 18, 1837" (1837). 1837. 32. 
https://digital.kenyon.edu/observer1837/32 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative 
Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in 1837 by an authorized administrator of Digital Kenyon: Research, 
Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. For more information, please contact noltj@kenyon.edu. 
VOL. VII.
CAMBIEI OSEIIl
-“THAT THY WAY HAY BE KNOWN UPON EARTH, THY VISANG HEALTH AMONG ALL NATIONS.”
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 1837.
©
NO. 1
CONDUCTED BV
AN ASSOCIATION OF CLERGYMEN. 
GEORGE W MYERS, PRINTER.
From the London Court Jouriwl.
SABBATH EVENING.
Closing Sabbath ! Ah; how soon 
Have thy sacred moments pass’d !
Scarcely shines the morn, the noon,
Ere the evening brings thy last;
And another Sabbath flies,—
Solemn witness !—to the skies.
What is tSie report it bears 
To the secret place of God ?
Does it speak of worldly cares,
Thoughts which cling to earth’s low sod?
Or has sweet communion shone 
Through its hours from God alone ?
Could we hope the day' was spent 
Holily, with constant heart,
We might yield it up content,—
Knowing, though so soon we part,
We should see a better day,
Which could never pass away.
God of Sabbaths 1 Oh forgive,
That we use thy gifts so ill;
Teach us daily how to live,
That we ever may fulfil
Alt thy gracious love designed,
Giving Sabbaths to mankind.
THE OBSERVER.
From the American Quarterly Register.
IMPORTANCE OF EMINENT PERSONAL PI­
ETY.
[concluded.]
4j. In the fourth place, our schools, and lite­
rary stations, without piety, will not save us.— 
Our statesmen, and orators, and some of our 
religious men place too high a value on simple 
education. But human passions will not be re­
strained bv mere knowledge. It may change 
the current of depravity, but it will not dry it 
up. It may diminish in a man the love of mere 
sensual pleasure, but it will not lessen his pride, 
or vanity, or ambition. It will not bring him a 
whit nearer to the meekness and humility of the 
gospel. The universal education of the peo­
ple of this country is not desirable, unless re­
ligious instruction can go along with it. We 
sometimes hear it stated that the inmates of our
jails and prisons cannot read; and the inference ! ferent parts of the Bible, no other historical 
made is that if they had been taught to read, 'proof. All these things are clear as the light of 
they would not have been vicious. But the ’ day. Not a book in the world has one half the 
fact is that their religious education has been ' evidence, of its being what it professes to be,
as the Bible. Every'objection has been met a 
thousand times, every slander has been refuted 
every cavil has been silenced. But notwith­
standing all this, great numbers of our country­
men remain unbelievers. Irrational as the thing 
is, they continue to reject that onreligion hy 
which they can be saved, On any other subject 
which is accompanied with a tenth part of the 
evidence which blazes around the sacred vol­
ume, they would consider it to he a disgrace 
to their understandings to continue in doubt and 
impenitence. Let, therefore, the light of evi­
dence be thrown upon them, strong and clear 
from the lives of Christians. Show them what 
Christianity really is. Ye who are enlightened 
with light from above, reflect it all around you. 
If you have been guilty of any conduct, which 
will not bear the eye of jour fellow men, be 
guilty of it no more. Utterly avoid all deceit, 
ture,*that he has noble' powers of fntellect?and j dishonesty, equivocation, taking advantage of 
that reason has been given to him, by which to the 'glance of others, every thing which the 
guide his appetites and passsions. Leaving out most scrupulous integrity would condemn. Ey- 
of view the simple truths of the Gospel, you e,7 number of the Church of Christ, should 
can make him a pure child of nature, taught by recollect that he is the representative of the
, . . .• , * ,, ,l„ Lord Jesus Christ, and in ins character is tohis own instincts and the works ot God, to loveii ‘ .r Wo ; embody Ins religion, lhe churchesaregreat-and adore the Author or nature. We do not, f. ... ». .& .
1 iy dehcient in this respect. How often is their
also and equally neglected. The great majority 
of convicts either had no parents when they be­
came vicious, or thej7 had irreligious parents, 
who tempted them to sin. It is not the excel­
lent parish schools of Scotland and New Eng­
land, which have preserved the people of these 
countries comparatively pure and happy. Our 
colleges cannot prosper for any considerable pe­
riod, without being pervaded by a religious in­
fluence, either-in the body of students them­
selves, or in the surrounding neighborhoods.— 
The flame of human intellect must be fed From 
the great source of all intellect. The mind 
must not be cultivated at the expense of the 
conscience and heart.
A notion is gaining ground among us, which 
inculcates a sort of self-education, distinct from 
religious influence. It is said that you can 
teach a child to feel that he is an immortal na-
denj7 that considerations like these do have some 
effect on a few persons, and perhaps on a few 
families. But we can never influence the mass 
of men with such sentiments as these. The 
great majority of people are engaged nearly all 
the time in manual labor, and they always will 
be. When they do think, they need the few 
simple plain truths of the gospel. Nothing else 
will reach them. We may talk to them without 
end about our fine theories, and when they go 
aw ay they will forget it all. Besides, what is 
the use of Christianity, if we could do without 
it. The heathen have every thing else—con­
science, reason, immortal minds, God speaking 
to them from his works on every side: why do 
they not attend to this s«lf-education ? The 
fact is, there is no dispensing with the gospel 
in education. If we do not teach our children 
a religious creed, they will get it somewhere 
else. Our community is full of religious creeds. 
If the minds ot our children are not pre-occu- 
pied with good tilings they will be with bad.— 
They will have some kind of a religious belief. 
There is no such thing as keeping their minds 
like blank paper, on which they may record the 
religious belief, which they have thought out 
themselves, when they come to years of matu­
rity. We have no right to cut off religious in­
struction from other kinds of instruction, and 
there is no reason for doing it, if we had the 
right.
5. We have need of a much stronger sense 
of accountability to God than now exists. It is 
of immense importance to the temporal well­
being of any community, that there should be 
spread through it a deep sense ol, responsibili­
ty to the Judge of the world. It is not too 
much to say that it is impossible to hold Socie­
ty together without it. The little measure of 
quiet which the heathen nations enjoy, is drawn 
very much from the belief that some of their 
•rods will punish sin in the future world. The 
mdividual who makes it his aim to weaken a 
feeling of responsibility in the minds of the 
young men of our city, would desene a fat 
heavier execration, than the man who should 
seta city on fire that he might have the plea­
sure of seeing it burn. In the one case proper­
ty is destroyed, in the other case, that on 
which the value of property depends, on which 
society itself depends, and without which we 
might abolish all our courts and abrogate all our 
laws.
A proof of this assertion is found in the hab­
it of profane swearing. We might with as 
much reason as the ancient prophet, utter the 
exclamation, because of swearing the land 
mourneth.
We do not know that there is any reason to 
believe that this vice is at all diminishing. It 
is painful in the extreme for a person of any 
any religious sensibility to pass through some of 
the streets of our cities. Yet it does little 
good to talk against it, or to enact laws against 
it. We cannot reach it with enactments, or 
with speeches, or tracts. We must bring be­
fore the whole community, the fact, that there 
is to be a particular judgment: tint there is a 
righteous God, whose eyes are as a flame of 
fire, who does not hold them guiltless who take 
his name in vain. By all means in our power, 
we must impress every class in society, with the 
certain expectation, that that man’s perdition 
slumbers not, who tramples under foot his Ma­
ker’s name. We can extend this belief where 
there is no Christian principle. That God is a 
righteous and an avenging Governor of the 
world, is a truth which he has written on the 
conscience of every man. We need to wake 
it to intenser life. The manner in which the 
names and agency of fallen spirits is frequently 
mentioned, is another indication of an unfavor­
able kind. They are spoken of with levity, as 
though they were a harmless sort of beings, or 
with a lurking skepticism about their real exis­
tence. This habit is sometimes countenanced 
by professing Christians, certainly with great 
inconsiderateness and impropriety. The Bible 
plainly reveals the fact that there are hosts of 
evil spirits, of great strength, cunning, and mal­
ice, whose only object is mischief, and of whose 
influence we are in constant danger. If we 
deny their existence, we must on the same prin­
ciples deny the existence of good angels, or even 
of the Bible itself. Because we do not know 
the manner in which the devil can influence us, 
we have no reason to doubt the reality of it.— 
We do not know the manner in which the Holy 
Spirit operates on our minds,shall we,therefore,
doubt his existence.
6. There is need of augmentation in the pie­
ty of Christians, in order to convince unbeliev­
ers of the truth of Christianity, No new mir­
acles are wanted, no clearer fulfilment of proph­
ecy, no more perfect harmony between the dif-
religion blasphemed, because they do not come 
up to their standard. Their deficiences are ta­
ken for a true representation of Christianity.— 
There are more than a million of professing 
Christians in this country. What might they 
not do, if the)- followed neartheir great Leader. 
What niight they notMo if they really felt that 
they were the salt of the earth, the light S.f fhe 
world, cities set on a hill? Here is need for 
fasting and prayer. On this point the most bit­
ter tears of repentance should be shed. The 
Christian’s own happiness is greatly diminished; 
he is preparing for himself a doubtful death-bed 
and a doubtful eternity; he is depriving his 
country and the world of a most happy influ­
ence, because he is not that in practical holiness 
which he ought to he.
The main reason why Christians are so much 
divided in this country, is want of eminent pie­
ty. A man who lives entirely devoted to God, 
lives in a purer atmosphere than other men.— 
Holiness is as inconsistent with hatred to man 
as it is with hatred to God. From the nature 
of our civil institutions, from the boundless free­
dom of inquiry which exists on almost all sub­
jects, from the number of rival religious de­
nominations, some of them differing in so slight 
a degree as to produce from that very fact, oc­
casions of strife and enmity, from all these cir­
cumstances, and from many more which might 
be mentioned, there is great danger of endless 
controversy, and bad passion, and bitter ani­
mosity among the different sects. The grand 
corrective of all these tilings is eminent holiness. 
Bring a man near to the Saviour, and he will 
bring near to himself all whom the Saviour 
loves. Fill the human soul with love to Christ 
and there will he no room for angry passions. 
If it be necessary for any Christians to contend 
in controversy with their fellow Christians, let 
them first engage in a special season of prayer 
for them, and then contend for what they think 
to be the truth, as they imagine holy angels 
would.
When shall the whole Church of Christ in 
this country, move on as the Macedonian pha­
lanx did—compact, unbroken, one spirit, and 
hut one reigning in the dense mass-—fidelity to 
their leader.
We stand on commanding ground. The 
Christians of other countries are looking to us, 
as the patriots of other countries look tu tllC
patriots of this. Destitute of eminent piety we
cannot fulfil the great duties which are assigned 
to us, we cannot answer the end of our exis­
tence in this part of the world, and in this age. 
Why have we this permanent station in the 
centre of North America, in a temperate lati­
tude, under pure and healthful skies? Why 
are we placed in connection with so many half- 
civilized and savage tribes in other parts of the 
continent? Why such a spirit of adventure and 
foreign enterprise in our merchants and sea­
men ? Why such facilities for carrying the 
lights of learning and Christianity to all other 
nations. Why all this but that God intended us 
to be the almoners of his bounty, the dispens­
ers of his grace, the blessed bearers of his sal­
vation, to countless multitudes of our perishing 
fellow men. He intended that if we were dis­
posed to set a noble example of public justice, 
of regard for the rights of others, of large- 
hearted benevolence, he would take care that 
our opportunities should be equal to our dispo­
sition.
A PECULIARITY JN THE STYLE OF SCRIPTURE.
“No one who has paid the least attention to the 
style of Scripture, can have tailed to observe 
how different is the language of sacred narra­
tive in speaking of effects and their causes, from 
that of common history, and how regularly 
those effects are ascribed in the one to the true 
efficient cause, which would be attributed in 
the other to the secondary or instrumental. In 
holding such language, scripture speaks ac­
cording to its proper character, and not more 
piously and humbly than philosophical!}7 and 
justly. A common historian would tell us that
Brutus delivered the Romans; Timoleon the 
Syracusians; Aratus the Sicyonians; that Mil- 
tiades was the saviour of Greece at one time, 
and Themistocles at another: that Nebuchadt 
nezzar overthrew the Assyrian empire, and 
Alexander the Persian, or the like. But an in­
spired historian would tell us, in each of these 
instances, that God wrought the effect by their 
means; that God gave deliverance to Rome by 
Brutus ; that God overthrew the Assyrian em­
pire by the Babylonian conqueror, and so forth. 
And who will say that this is not the just and 
philosophical mode of specifying the effect?— 
that any other would include more or less of 
misrepresentation, and would transfer to the 
simple mediate or instrumental, what strictly 
belonged to the true final or efficient cause of 
the result ? Even the ordinary gift of common 
sense, the ordinary faculty of learning, and 
the ordinary capacity of following men’s sever­
al trades and occupations, are ascribed in 
Scripture to the same source; and both in their 
causes find in their effects are ultimately re­
solved into the agency of God. The weaver 
cannot sit at his igorn, nor the husbandman fol­
low the plough, but by virtue of a power and 
skill which they are supposed to derive trom 
their Maker. It is no wonder, then, that the 
possession of wealth, under all circumstances, 
as well as of every other temporal good, should 
be uniformly spoken of in Scripture as the ef­
fect of the Divine blessing, and riches be re­
presented as his creature and gift, that when
men devote their possession to his honor and 
service, thev should be said to give to him of I religion of the Saviour, behold such flagrant vio- 
that which is his own—to worship him so far as lations of this commands without serious con-
that which costs them nothing—and in the most 
legitimate application of their temporal abun­
dance, to the good of their fellow men and to 
the glory of their common Creator, to be re­
turning a loan, or paying a debt, rather than 
making a present or conferring an obligation.” 
pp. 86, 87.—Gresswel on the Parables.
From the Protestant Episcopalian.
OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD’S DAY.
Messrs. Editors,—I was pleased to hear that 
a distinguished visiter during his sojourn in our 
city, when addressed on the subject of paying a 
visit to Fairmount, made this reply, “There are 
two things, gentlemen, I cannot do,—first, I 
cannot consent to break the ten commandments 
and secondly, I cannot consent to break the 
laws of my couhtry.” 1 presume some refer­
ence must have been made by the applicants re­
lative to a Sunday visit to that delightful spot 
which may be justly looked on as the pride and 
ornament of our city.
We have long been taught to regard example 
as a far more effective and forcible preacher 
than precept, and on few subjects of morals do 
the exigencies of the times require the applica­
tion of a stronger influence than on that ot keep­
ing holy the sabbath-day. The profanation of 
the Christian sabbath among us as a people is 
a crime of awful magnitude and increasing pre­
valence. We have only to look around us in 
our city for the most flagrant violations of the 
fourth commandment.
It we visit the livery stables on the sabbath we 
shall find all bustle and motion, and although 
the keepers of these establishments feel that 
they are violating the laws ot God, yet the four-w 
fold custom of this day over other daysis a’temp- 
tation which they feel unable or unwilling to 
resist. And in this unhallowed avocation, they 
not only violate the claims of God, butdisregard 
the just rights of the brute creation, who are 
unable to lift a voice in their own defence; for 
whosoever compels his horse to labor on the 
sabbath-day, .except in cases of necessity or 
mercy, is draining from the poor beast that for 
which he has no claim, and for which oppres­
sive exaction he must account in the day of 
righteous retribution. The excessive travelling 
in excursions of pleasure on thi>day is a fear­
ful evil. See the omnibuses dragged along our 
streets, disturbing the families of peace and the 
sanctuaries of prayer, by the rolling of the 
wheels and the prancing of their horses, while 
thousands of our pedestrain citizens crowd to a 
mount, naturally and nominally fair, but made 
foul and polluted by the heaven-defying thou­
sands who gather around its base, or ascend its 
summit on the Lord’s day Seethe steamboats 
leaving our wharves, and railroad cars their res­
pective depots, in the broad light of a sabbath 
sun, bearing their hundreds or thousands to the
adjacent cities, towns, and villages, where thev
disturb by their intrusion, and curse by their 
example. See the stages and mails conveying 
men and goods, letters and parcels, to almost 
every town and village in the Union, and call­
ing into active occupation, at least a hundred 
thousand persons, in the form of post-masters 
and their clerks, hostlers, drivers, and sundry- 
others. And then, in and around our city, and 
almost every where else, are those hotbeds of 
crime, houses, stores, and shanties, opened for 
the sale of ardent spirits, whose breath is poison 
and whose sting is death. Here, without re­
straint or concealment, thousands regularly re­
sort, and waste the hours of the precious sab­
bath, degrade their animal as well as moral na­
ture at the brutalizing board of inebriety, and 
too often, they are excited to riot and outrage; 
and on the evening of the holy day they may be 
seenjtravelling our streets in astate’of disgusting 
insensibility. Public bakers also,in large towns 
and cities, are often chargeable with the sin of 
sabbath breaking. Who could read the heart­
touching appeal of a number of journeymen 
bakers in this city, as published in the daily pa­
pers a few months ago and not grieve that such 
a fearful calamity should he inflicted on death­
less beings, in a professedly Christian country, 
as to blot from their calender the existence 
of a sabbath. They have not only ordinary du­
ty to perform, but extra labor is required to 
meet and gratify the tastes and appeties of the 
thousands around us who must surely7 have con. 
eluded that the poor baker has no soul; and 
what deepens the circumstances of the case is, 
the fact that thej7 are emboldened to transact 
the business without shame, in consequence of 
their unhallowed gain being derived from those 
who regularly attend the preaching of the Gos­
pel. We need not say how the milliner, the tai­
lor, the shoemaker, the hair-dresser are called 
upon to minister to the persons ot many—while 
the expensive festivities in some dwellings de­
troy, to the servants of such families the sab­
bath as a day of rest, and, make it a day of un­
ceasing toil. Where these ill-timed entertain­
ments are not given, and scores are closed, how 
often is the sanctity of the day violated by at­
tention to worldly affairs. Some merchants are 
in the habit of devoting a certain portion of 
every Lord’s day to reading letters on business, 
posting their hooks, going over the transactions 
of the week, examining the entri-s ot their 
clerks; and instances have been known when, 
under the pressure of overcrowded business,the 
strength and time of the packers has been requir­
ed to carry out the engagements of the em­
ployer. Some builders will close their workshops 
and abandon their planes, but in a retired room 
will take up the compass and the rule, draw 
plans, make calculations, and have their men­
tal powers more intensely engaged in worldly 
matters than on any other day—while thousands 
who neglect the appropriate duties of the sab­
bath, yield to a listlessness of spirits, and ex­
claim, “O what a weariness is it! When will 
the sabbath he gone, that we may sell corn and 
set forth wheat?”
Shall I not visit them for these tilings? saith 
the Lord. Shall not my soul he avenged on a 
nation like this? And can we, who profess the
cern and alarm. Can we see the gigantic strides 
of this evil interfering with our national charac­
ter, sapping the foundation of religiojs and do­
mestic happiness and social intercourse, and ex­
posing us to the just judgments of Almighty 
God, without raising a voice and putting forth 
our strength to arrest the mighty evil? Is it 
not a day hallowed and endeared to the best 
feelings of our hearts, by associations the most 
sublime, and blessings the most important; and 
shall we not, as men of Israel, endeavor to stem 
the flood of evil by our counsel, our influence, 
and our prayers?
From the Portland Times. 
The SPECULATOR.
“How necessary and profitable records and 
observations are, albeit thej- were not publish 
cd in print; for at the time when Lord Littleton 
wrote, this record was not printed.” So saith 
my Lord Coke, and a truer remark has not been 
made since his time, I will venture to say.— 
But that is neither here nor there to my story, 
save that if it were not for observation, the fol­
lowing record would never have been made. In 
the year 1834, no man on the Penobscot was 
more respected among his acquaintances than 
Stephen Skidd of Bangor, housewright. He 
was truly an estimable man. Faithful, punctu­
al, kind hearted, and friendly, his neighbors were 
happy in his acquaintance, and his employers 
gratified that in him their confidence was not 
misplaced. But there was distiiied to he 
a change in Stephen Skidd. Time makes great 
changes in men, but “the times” more. “The 
times” were to make the change in Stephen. 
He had acquired a little property, sufficient, 
with the occasional use of his jack-plane and 
handsaw, to make him very comfortable through 
life. He had got through the year 1834, and 
the year 1835, dawned upon the same upright 
Stephen Skidd, with all its plans, and schemes, 
and speculations; and still the jack plane ancl the 
handsaw performed their usual offices. His was 
a sure and honest way of getting a livelihood, 
and he was satisfied with it. Soon the startling 
news burst upon his ear, that his next-door 
neighbor had made a thousand dollars in a spe­
culation. He thought of it. But the jack plane 
and the handsaw kept on. Directly another 
neighbor made fifteen hundred dollars. He 
thought more of this, but still the jack plane and 
the handsaw did not stop. The news came to 
him that another neighbor, the reputation of 
whose brains was none of the best, had made 
three thousand dollars! From that moment the 
jack-plane and the handsaw kept Sunday every 
day in the week. Stephen Skidd was of earth­
ly mould, and although he had a comfortable 
nortion of this world s goods, he was not so ab­
solutely devoid of this world’s affections, as to 
deem an addition to his stock a thing not to be
sought after; particularly, if it could be obtain­
ed as one of our good old minister’s says, “free 
cost. He, therefore, may be considered as 
now laboring under the speculating fever.— 
With the assistance of one of his neighbor?, he 
made an operation by which he realized a hun­
dred dollars. In another operation soon after 
he made fifty dollars. Poor Skidd was now com­
pletely upset. The fever grew higher upon him. 
If small sums could be obtained so easily, why 
could not large sums be had in the same way "? 
He was among the speculators from morning" to 
night, and half the night. His lessons were 
taken at the Bangor House and the Exchange; 
and at last his mind became so filled with town­
ships, numbers, and ranges, that I really believe 
it was frequently the ease, as was said, that he 
could not be in a room where a map of Maine 
hung, hut his finger would inadvertent!}7 point 
toward it, whatever niight be the subject upon 
which he was conversing. At length it_ was 
reported that Stephen Skidd had made a great 
speculation. “How great?” was the inquirj7,— 
“■$10,000!” “What, Stephen Skidd!” “*$20,- 
000!” “$,'50,000!” and some said “,*$100,000!”
“’Pon my-word! What, Stephen Skidd!” Final­
ly, public opinion settled down upon ,*$50,000, 
and Stephen Skidd was worth Fifty Thousand 
Dollars! Stephen Skidd was now another man. 
Mr. Skidd, dear reader. Shall I introduce to 
your acquaintance Stephen Skidd, Esq.? That 
lady, Sir, in that beautiful phaeton drawn by 
two white horses, is Mrs. Stephen Skidd. That 
gentleman in the gig, on the old town road, is 
.Mr. Skidd himself. Nobody cracks, a whip 
over a better horse’s back than Mr. Skidd. He 
usually drives to Old Town (twelve miles) in 
from half to three quarters of an hour. He 
must he doing extensive business. He is at the 
Mill Dam or at Old Town once a day, at least 
when he is not gone to Portland or Boston, 
which is about once a fortnight. Didn’t you 
see him last year at the Cumberland House?— 
What, not iMr. Skidd! Stephen Skidd, Esq.! 
Didn’t you see him in Middle-street? No man 
cut a greater loor. than lie did. I should have 
thought you would have noticed him. The con­
fidence of Mr. Skidd, except among the “know­
ing ones," was unlimited. His former upright 
character clung to him; He borrowed and paid 
punctually; accommodated bj7 his name and 
was accommodated in return; and ever}7 thing 
went on comfortably with him to the eyes of the 
world. I will not say that no jealous looks were 
cast toward him, or that detraction withheld its 
breath from his character; for no name was ever 
so fair as to be entirely free from its imputa­
tions. The summer and fall of 1835 passed 
away, and Mr. Skidd had been apparently driv­
en with business. Although his wife dashed 
extravagantly, he never was seen engaged in 
amusements of any kind. If he drove a hand­
some horse, lie drove it fast, and there was too 
much of an air of business about him to allow a 
supposition that lie was not constantly engaged 
in it.
The winter of 1836 came, but it bore a dif­
ferent aspect from that of the preceding year. 
Payments became due, hanks stopped their dis­
counts, paper laid over, the unprecedented spe­
culation of 1835 gradually ceased in the same 
ratio. Many were the long visages in the streets 
of Bangor, but Stephen Skidd, Esq., drove his 
gig as usual. Not many months since a client 
of mine called and wished to know if I could col­
lect a demand of his against Stephen Skidd for 
money lent, “Stephen Skidd,won’t he paj7 you?” 
“Pay me! No.” “What's the matter?” “He 
can’t, he has not got the money.” “What have 
the hard times closed his purse too?” “Closed 
his purse! He never had anj7 purse to close. 
The scamp is not worth a farthing in the world!” 
“You surprise mel What has he done with his 
.*$50,000?” “ He never had it, nor a tenth part
of it.” “Where did he get his money then?— 
He has always paid up well; he must have had 
something.” “He got it by borrowing. He 
borrowed of one friend to paj7 another, and as 
he always paid punctually, he continued to keep 
up his credit, until his friends found it difficult 
to get enough for themselves. Then not being 
able to borrow, he, of course, was not able to 
pay, and now it is ascertained that he is worse 
than nothing.” “But did he make nothing by 
his great speculation?” “That! that was only 
a six month’ bond. He thought that he should 
be able to sell the land at an advance. He was 
told so. His speculating friends thought so, 
and reported the story of his having made a 
fortune. After it had once got wind, there was 
no difficulty in getting it of desirable dimen­
sions. Skidd was reported to be worth <$50,000 
hut I don’t believe that in all the six months he 
had a single offer for the bond.” “You sur­
prise me! But his property before he turned 
speculator, what has become of that?”- <*01), 
the most of that went to pf.y for his bond; and 
the balance would not go lar to pay his travel­
ling and other extravagant expenses.” “But 
his business. You know it has been said that 
he was constantly occupied the last season.”—• 
“He was.constantly occupied driving about do­
ing nothing. I don’t believe he did five hun­
dred dollars worth of business the past year.”— 
I to'd my friend that he knew more about Ste­
phen Skidd than I, but Stephen might make 
another speculation next fever. I his, he 
thought, was rather a poor consolation^ for the 
cholera and yellow fever must have their time 
first. Mr. Skidd, before he became a specula­
tor, was a constant mamber of a church, but now 
__ I do not think that, the spirit of specula­
tion is hardly consistent with the spirit of Chris­
tianity-
ON THE LOSS OF RELATIONS AND FRIENDS
Our friends were given us by God, who ci 
raise up others; and their being taken away7 oi 
after another, is an awful admonition to us 
prepare tor our own approaching death, and 
stand ready to relinquish every worldly posse 
sion and enjoyment, when that period shall u 
rive.
But merely to hear with patient resignatii 
the loss of friends, is not the whole of the fri
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which our faith and trust in God ought to pro­
duce. We should “give thanks to God for eve­
ry thing,” even for that most afflictive dispen­
sation of his Providence, the death of relations 
and friends, “for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning us.” We ought with Ambrose 
rather to rejoice that we had snch a father or 
mother, such a husband or wife, such a son, 
daughter, or friend, than complain that we have 
lost them; for the one was the free gift of God, 
the other the debt of nature. His granting us 
such a blessing was a gracious act of his boun­
ty; His withdrawing it is but recalling His own. 
Ought we not, therefore, to praise Him for his 
goodness, and for the comfort that we experienc­
ed whilst we enjoyed the blessing he vouchsaf­
ed us?—Shepherd.
ECCLESIASTICAL.
From the Missionary Advocate.
- THE CHURCH IN DELAWARE,
The following brief history of the Church in 
Delaware from its earliest foundation in that 
State, was presented and read at a recent mis­
sionary meeting in this city, (New York,) by a 
gentleman formerly resident there, and it is now 
left by a friend at our disposal. The extracts 
which follow it, are from the reports, of the 
Rev. Corry Chambers, a Missionary in the em­
ploy of the Missionary Society of the Diocese 
of Delaware, as published in the last Journal of 
the Diocese. Our design is, to convey some 
idea of the former and present condition of the 
churches in the Diocese, and of the prospect of 
their resuscitation, through the zealous and thus 
far successful labors of our devoted Missionary, 
and to afford a subject of interest to ail who feel 
concerned for the prosperity of this interesting 
portion of Christ’s vineyard.
Perhaps it is not improper for me to state that 
the Church of England was established in the 
peninsula between tiie Chesapeake, and Dela­
ware Bays, about the year 1735. That penin­
sula as you are aware, comprises the entire state 
of Delaware, the eastern shore of Maryland and 
two counties of Virginia. In the parts belong­
ing to Maryland and Virginia, the Church was 
established by la v; not so in Delaware, there 
it was reared and nurtured by tiie liberality of 
individuals. A love that showed itself in works 
unassisted by the civil power, laid the first stone 
of the foundation upon which was soon erected 
a temple, wherein man might worship as lie 
ought. And brethren, had the children been 
actuated by tiie spirit of their father’s, our eyes 
would have been spared a sight now so repul­
sive to all the best feelings of'the Christian trav­
eller. But 1 will not anticipate.
When tiie war which resulted in the separa­
tion of this country from England began, the 
Church was apparently in a flourishing condi­
tion. Within tiie limits of tiie peninsula there 
were about 60 churches, some of them large 
and overflowing with worshippers. Many were 
blessed with tiie services of faithful pastors, but 
of these some were arraigned and ejected for 
refusing the oath of allegiance, and some were 
called away by death to another and a differ­
ent reckoning. The first list of the clergy in 
tiie United States, was published in 1792. At 
that, period there were in Delaware but 3 cler­
gymen and From 12 to 15 churches. The re­
sult of such a state of things is apparent.— 
Some of the churches could be opened only 
once in two or three months, and some were al­
together closed for years. Previous to the Re­
volution they had looked to England for their 
ministers. You know the effect that the war had 
upon their prospects frern that quarter. Unable 
to obtain a dispenser of the bread nf life, with 
their churches closed for months at a time, and 
the hope of relief, if they had any, cherished 
without much foundation, you will readily con­
ceive that thus circumstanced, a zeal the most 
ardent, would lose its active principle, and eve­
ry feeling that prompts to exertion would die 
away. Tiie cause was fully adequate to an ef­
fect so deplorable; and fortunate, although un­
natural would it have been, bad tiie effect ter­
minated with tiiat generation. From the Jour­
nal of tiie Convention of the Church of Dela­
ware, for the year 1827, we learn that there were 
present at tiie Convention but 2 clergymen and 
7 lav delegates, representing 4 churches. Re­
ports were presented from 7 churches which ex­
hibited an aggregate of 202 communicants.— 
Tnere \Vere at that time 4 presbyters and one 
deacon to 13 congregations. The following 
year (1828) the Bishop of Pennsylvania was 
earnestly solicited to visit the diocese of Dela­
ware. His advanced age combined with tiie 
duties of his own Diocese, rendered it expe­
dient to commission his assistant. According­
ly Bishop Onderdonk was appointed, and in the 
month of June entered upon his labors. This 
was tiie first Episcopal tour made in some of the 
lower countries. From the Journal of the Con­
vention (general,) for the year 1835, it appears 
that there were then canonically resident in 
the Diocese, 6 clergymen: there were then 355 
communicants and 610 catechumens. A Mis­
sionary Society iiad been established: from which 
it was hoped much good would result. An ad­
ditional congregation had also been established 
and two others, considered as hopelessly pros­
trate, afforded prospect of being fully restored. 
Still there is great need in the Diocese of much 
and increased exertion. The laborer will find 
much to cheer, as well as something to discour­
age. Over tiie past lie must throw the mantle 
of a Christian charity,and look to the future with 
a Christian hope. I know tiiat it is melancholy 
to see the temples dedicated to the God we wor­
ship, standing lone and desolate, as if the frame 
work of a superstitious age, too venerable to be 
desecrated, and yet too useless to be preserved; 
but when the man of the world points to tiie 
mossy drapery that decay is twining around 
their altars, and asks the Christian with a sneer, 
“where is now thy God?” he puts a question 
brethren, tiiat it may one day he our peculiar 
privilege triumphantly to answer.
<.o EXT,RACT from the journal.
Church,Seaford.—Tiie oldchu
es n, t is neigbb0,iJ00j have long since goi 
rums V,z: those of Johnstown” and Cl, 
Bran Ji. I.theforeorganized St. Luke’s Ch 
last. year. Divine worship is hek]> for the
sent, in a mceling-house built nn ii,n „ z 1 x ““n. on the union 1Baptisms, (children) 3; communicants a! 
to the church since organized, 17; confir| 
8. The number of families having conne 
themselves with this church is 21,comprehen 
55 adults and 33 children; the worship ig att
ed by many not included in this number; the 
services of our Church are extremely well ob­
served, and the attendance,under every circum­
stance, very regular, though many come seven 
or ten miles; thus, though the old buildings have 
long since disappeared in this neighborhood, 
yet a remnant of tiie congregations still can be 
found who have lived through tiie winter of her 
age, and rejoice to see her once more revive. 
I hope the liberality of our friends, not only in 
Delaware, but also in other States of the Union 
will contribute their mite to build a new church 
and like the good Samaritan, bind up her 
wounds.”
St. Matthews Church'. Cedar Creek.—This 
church is about five miles from Milford, and 
was in the uninterrupted possession of swallows 
and wild birds to build their nests in, without a 
pane of glass in the windows, when I arrived 
last year; neither could I find one in the sur­
rounding neighborhood who knew’ tiie name of 
tiie church, save the old Church at Cedar Creek. 
I at length found the name in an old Conven­
tion report at Milford. This church has been 
repaired, and consecrated by the Rt. Rev. Bish­
op Onderdonk, on the 29th ult.
“The families having connected themselves 
with this church and forming this congregation 
are about 18, probably more.”
“Christ Church, Milford.—I arrived at Mil­
ford in the month of May, last year: where I did 
not find six persons who would even call them­
selves Episcopalians, nor was I recommended 
or introduced at Milford by my bishop or any 
member of the Diocesan Missionary Society, so 
completely had the old congregation disappear­
ed, that few could be found to whom I would be 
recommended on such an errand. The church 
of Milford had been forty years unfinished, and 
might be called in the literal sense, “a cage for 
every unclean bird.” This being the widest 
breach in tiie walls of our Zion, in it I deter­
mined to stand, and with God’s assistance, build 
it up—knowing that we can do all things, Cinist 
assisting us, I therefore commenced my work 
commending myself and my cause unto Him.— 
From this place I attended my other churches, 
on the appointed days of preaching; but resolv­
ed to build and restore Christ Church, during 
the time I was disengaged from the others; I 
therefore commenced a subscription at Lewis, 
Dover, Smyrna, New Castle and Wilmington, 
to inspire my new friends at Milford with cour- 
j age, tiiat our Christian friends abroad would ren­
der them some assistance; this had the desired 
: effect, and I succeeded in finishing the church 
at nearly twelve hundred dollars expense about 
three hundred dollars of which, i have yet to 
seek from the liberal and benevolent friends of 
our Church. This church was consecrated 
last January, and from tiie very small beginning 
aboye mentioned, I can now number, through 
God’s assistance, forty families of constant wor­
shippers, comprehending .105 adults, and 59 
children.”
MISSIONARY.
1 ---------- -—------------------------------------------------------
From the New York Observer.
TRIALS OF MISSIONARIES.
; We copy the following from a new work just 
I published by Van Nostrand and Dwight of this 
j city entitled '.‘Excursions to Cairo, Jerusalem, 
Damascus and Balbec from tiie United States 
' ship Delaware, during her recent cruise, bv 
George Jones, A. M. Chaplain in the U. S. Na-
■ Mr. Nicholayson here mentioned was an En-
! glish missionary at Jerusalem. While the Del­
aware was lying at Jaffa, a party from the ship 
made an excursion to Jerusalem. After their 
, return a visit to Jerusalem was made by another 
party.
i I did not accompany the party back, having 
received permission to remain till the second 
! company should conclude their visit. Mr. M.,
, our sailing-master, who was ill of a fever, and 
i unable to ride, was also left behind; and as the 
fever began to increse rapidly upon him we ac­
cepted Mr. Nicholayson’s invitation, and iiad 
him placed in more comfortable quarters at the 
Missionary house. But Mr. Nicholayson was 
now himself becoming seriously ill. His health 
had been for some time feeble, and recent ex­
posure to the sun, and fatigue iiad brought on 
sickness. It was now evident that a violent fe­
ver was burning in his veins. There was no 
nurse in the house, and I removed also from the 
conveont to this hospital, for such Mr. Nicho­
layson’s dwelling had now literally become.
I shall not soon forget the night that followed 
these changes, a night of the deepest anxiety 
and distress. In the lower part of the house
i was a little girl, daughter of tiie Armenian pa- 
I triarch at. Beirout, put here to board, sick with 
! the opthalmia; two servants were also ill of fe­
vers, and unable to help themselves; Mrs. N.
J was just recovering from a long sickness, and 
durst not expose herself to fatigue. In one 
I corner of tiie room with me was Mr. M., rest- 
, less, and in a burning heat, and on an adjoining 
: bed was stretched Mr. N. now in a high fever,
■ and quite delirious. For the others we could 
find some medicines tolerably appropriate, but 
the case of the last gentleman baffled our judg­
ment, and there was not a physician to be had 
in the place. It was sad to be compelled to sit 
and listen to his ravings, and to see the disease 
hourly taking stronger hold upon him, and know 
not what to do. The ruling passion of his life 
was still prevailing, even in his wildest fancies: 
and his language was about the mission and its 
friends, or else he was disputing] with the Jew­
ish Rabbis, and quoting Hebrew from their vo­
luminous authors. Thus wore the night away, 
a long and distressing night, and the day 
brought no relief, for we had the grief to see 
our friend sinking fast under his fiery disease. 
The fever left him towards evening but as weak 
as an infant, and now particularly needing as­
sistance which we knew not how to give, for the 
disease appeared to be of a complicated nature 
and the little medicine which we ventured to 
administer, had done harm rather than good.— 
If I could picture that missionary family as I 
saw it here, the scene would I think, be a refu­
tation of the charges of tiiose who seem to 
think that missionaries go abroad for selfish and 
unworthy purposes. They had just passed 
through times of alarm and distress, such as 
persons seldom, and in our homes, arc never 
called to witness ; a city for days rocked and 
shattered by earthquakes till the affrighted in­
habitants knew not where to fly, and then plun­
dered by fierce and lawless men. Thair hous­
es had been pierced with cannon balls,and they 
were compelled to fly from one place to anoth­
er for shelter; one of their company whose 
health had been too feeble for these rude shocks 
they had carried to the tomb, and had buried 
her beside another martyr in the same cause of 
missions. In the house were now six invalids, 
some very ill and one, the head of the family, 
apparently, at the point of death, nor was there 
a physician to be any where found. And the 
grave which we expected to dig for him, was 
soon after this, dug for another of the mission 
family, Dr. Dodge, whom we met on the way 
as we were returning to Jaffa. Yet they keep 
their ground, undismayed by danger and deatht 
suffering discomforts with cheerfulness; patient 
amid rebuffs, and with a zeal that tries, even in 
subjects of disappointment, to find new sources 
of hope, that ‘fainteth not, neither is weary.’— 
Nine months after this, as our ship was lying in 
Gibraltar ba), I heard that Mrs. Nicholayson, 
was on board an English brig, that after suffer­
ing severely in a storm, had just come in and 
anchored; and procuring a boat, 1 went within 
speaking distance, for the brig was in quaran­
tine, arid we were not permitted to go on board. 
She was then taking her little children to Eng­
land, for the purpose of putting them to school 
and among society less hurtful to youthful 
minds than that of the east; and after thus 
leaving them, was to return to her far distant 
and now childless home. If all this is not a 
picture of seif denial, and patient endurance, 
and Christian boldness, and painful sacrifice, 1 
do not know what is; and yet is only a plain 
statement of facts. In our ships we are apt to 
complain of discomforts ; and yet we have plen­
ty of medicines, and good surgical attendance, 
food such as we are accustomed to at home and 
society, and abundance of comforts of every 
kind; and yet it seems a hard case to be three 
years from home; and I now speak of ships in 
particular, because their inmates know what it 
is to be a long time from one’s native land, But 
suppose it were for life, and a life separated 
from the comforts to which we have been ac­
customed, si)ut out in a great measure from in­
telligent society, a life of drudgery too, offer­
ing knowledge to those who care not for it;— 
simplifying its nature and bringing it to the ca­
pacities of all, and yet exciting little interest, 
and perhaps a sneer? Is this a life to be sought 
for, for the sake of worldly consideration ? I 
think not. There is only one way in which we 
reconcile it even with common sense; and that 
is, by supposing that missionaries are sincere ; 
that they love their work ; tiiat the promises of 
the Gospel, and tiie cheering influence of hea­
venly grace, support them; and that they look 
to eternity for their exceeding great reward.— 
And when we look at them in this point of 
view, how engaging is the work, and how god­
like the errand on which they are gone!'
—ngBBBMIlimwwrtlWIUfM
THE OiiSERVER.
GAMBIER, WEDNESDAY, JAN. 18, 1837.
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society.—The 
Spirit of Missions for December contains the of­
ficial statement of the receipts into the Treasury of 
tiie Society from the 1st to the 15th, of November, 
1836, inclusive, for Domestic Missions, and dur­
ing the whole month of November for Foreign 
Missions. The amount received was $1,797 07 
from the following States and Dioceses, viz:
Domestic Missions.
Maine, $16 40 Connecticutt, $9 29
New Hampshire, 5 00 Pennsylvania, 208 50
Massachusetts, 432 00 Virginia, 36 50
Rhode Island, 11 00
Total, $718 69
Foreign Missions.
Maine, $16 40 Pennsylvania $210 14
Massachusetts, 236 96 Dist. ofColum, 105 73
Rhode Island, 155 90 Virginia, 144 94
Connecticutt, 40 69 Ohio, 16 97
New-York, 98 75 Kentucky, 15 00
New-Jersey 12 00 Florida, 25 00
Total, $1078 38
The Spirit of Missions, we are happy to learn will 
be published in future on the first day of each 
month.
The Rev. Mr. Southgate arrived at Constantino­
ple, July 31st. The Rev. Mr. Benton, our mis­
sionary to Crete, arrived at Cadir, September 30th. 
Mrs. Hill reached Gibraltar on the 10th of Octo­
ber, at which port the steamer was to remain for 
sixty hours before proceeding to Malta. The fol­
lowing extract is given from a letter addressed to the 
Rev. Dr. M.-------
“While in London .... 1 visited the Church Missions, 
ry House, and had a very pleasant interview with the Rev 
Mr. Jowett. The movements of the Episcopal Church in 
the United States have excited much interest in England) 
particularly with regard to the Mediterranean Missions.— 
I was left under the impression, that the Church Missiona­
ry Society will not extend its missions there, considering 
that the measures adopted by our Church are likely to be­
come the most efficacious. Mr. Jowett decidedly advocat­
ed the propriety of sending a visiting Bishop. I have not 
now time for details.
“ I have had the pleasure, since my arrival, of hearing 
from the family at Athens. All were well. A letter I re­
ceived from Mr. Hill, at Falmouth, mentions the safe ar_ 
rival of Mr. Southgate at Constantinople. He had re­
ceived a letter from him.”
Count the Cost.—A Sermon preached at the 
Matriculation of Students in the General, Theolo­
gical Seminary of the Prot. Episcopal Church in 
the U. S. on the evening of the second Sunday in 
Advent, Dec. 4, 1836, in St. Peter's Church, JY. 
York. By William R. Whittingham, A.M. Pro­
fessor of Ecclesiastical History.
The text of this instructive discourse is Luke 
xiv. 28, 31. In an appropriate introduction the 
author shows the applicability of the words of the 
text to the individual Christian, the Church collec­
tively, and especially to those who are set apart 
for the especial furtherance of the end for which 
the Church exists—the ministry to whose hands
are committed the word of truth and the means ot 
grace. He then proceeds to address himself par­
ticularly to the young men who were about to give 
themselves wholly to the work of preparing for ad­
mission to the ministry, and reminds them of the 
importance of “counting the cost of becoming min­
isters of Christ,” 1. From the nature of their 
official duties, and 2. From the position of the 
Church in which they are to minister. With re­
gard to the first topic, the reverend author notes 
two points as of the highest importance in refer­
ence to those who would aspire to the sacred office. 
The first is “ a superior pitch of personal holiness, 
and spiritual attainment. The second is, fervent 
Christian zeal, or as our author expresses it “ the 
active manifestation of Christian principle in its 
opposition to falsehood, error, irreligion, worldli­
ness and impurity.” We have room at present 
only for his excellent remarks on the first of these 
heads.
In all pursuits it is a true proverb that tiie disci­
ple is not above his master—the teacher must not, 
cannot look for proficiency in others, which he does 
not himself exemplify. But above all others, this 
is true of the teacher of religion. He has every 
drawback to encounter in his efforts to gain and 
form disciples. Innate corruption, fixed habits, 
ttnl surrounding example,all combine to destroy the 
efficiency of his instructions. He points, avowed­
ly, to an unseen reward and unknown dangers as 
the grounds of exertion. He holds out motives 
for which the evil heart of depraved humanity has 
little relish. He lays down principles which are 
hard to understand, harder still to realize, and har­
dest of all to put in practice. In such a work, can 
the force of example be foregone? Will worldly 
men believe the messenger of eternal truth, whom 
they see living as one of themselves? Will sin­
ners be swayed by motives which they behold in­
operative on him who holds them forth? Will they 
receive and cherish principles, which are unproduc­
tive of results in the life and character of their pro­
fessed expositor and advocate? Such questions 
need not the answer of experience; but that an­
swer has been given too loudly and toct long to be 
unheeded. Every page of the history of the Church 
of God, under hot!) the dispensations in which it 
has existed, is a lesson on the indispensablenees of 
irreproachable purity and elevated piety in those 
who serve the altar. The Gospel, to be lifegiving 
must be borne abroad by living evidences of its 
power. Holiness must be communicated by con­
tagion, as it were, from those who are commission­
ed for its inculcation. God’s omnipotence, indeed, 
is not to be limited by the unfaithfulness of his ser­
vants. He can and will perform his promise to 
maintain his Church, independently, if need be, of 
human co-operation. But the life of a Church with 
a corrupted ministry, is like that ghastly life of 
which we read in the fables of enchantments— 
when the moving and animated eye does but lend 
fresh horrors to the cold, putrescent corpse; the 
spirituality and purity of our holy faith casts a 
shade of double intensity over the inconsistent con­
duct of a worldly clergy and their perishing peo­
ple.
Tt is to holiness, then, brethren, to Christian ho­
liness, In all ils height and breadth, to be pre-em­
inently displayed in you as patterns of the flock, 
that you arc about to pledge yourselves, in the min­
istry of Christ. Count well the cost of such a 
pledge, before you make it!
Of the inherent difficulties in its performance by 
men of mortal mould, I trust, you do not require to 
be reminded. Your personal experience has al­
ready taught you, that tiie foundation of the Chris­
tian character is laid in tears, and its superstruc­
ture raised in cares, and weariness, and watching, 
and self-denial, and many conflicts, and ceaseless 
prayer. The heart, that fountain of all evil, is to 
be searched out and cleansed. The tongue, that 
unruly member, is to be curbed. The love of ease, 
and the love of pleasure, and the love of the praise 
of men, are to be overcome. The affections are 
to be withdrawn from objects too little and teo low 
to deserve them, and yet too near, too familiar, too 
long cherished, to be relinquished without painful 
struggles. The whole body, soul and spirit are 
to be offered up a sacrifice to God. The very will 
is to be subdued, and changed, and disciplined to 
identity with that will which is the pattern and 
root of holiness.
But all this is the every-day task of ordinary 
Christians. It is in common with them that you 
have undertaken it, because it is the cross which 
every one must hear who follows Christ. Your 
higher, harder calling, is in all this to stand forth 
self-submitted to the gaze of all, as a model for 
those who make the same profession, and a butt for 
the peculiar envy, scorn, and hatred of the many 
whom it places in condemnatory contrast. I know 
that it is as men, not angels, that we go forth with 
our commission; that even an apostle ranked him­
self but as an earthly vessel entrusted with the 
heavenly treasure, that the brightest examples of 
ministerial faithfulness and success have ever been 
most earnest in disclaiming exemption frem the 
weakness and misery which they shared with 
the meanest ofbreLhren. We are but poor, mean 
instruments in the hand of an Almighty W orkman 
and are most bounden so to think ourselves. But 
let not such a proper and wholesome estimation of 
ourselves deceive us into vague and low views of 
the position we are called to fill. The minister of 
Christ, to himself and to his Master is still a man 
a mere man; and O, how often is he made bitterly 
conscious of it! But to his brethren, and above all 
to the world he is no longer so, when once invested 
with the sacred office. He then becomes, in one 
sense, the angel—the official representative and 
delegated agent of the Maker and Judge of all, to 
instruct and exhort the righteous, to reprove and 
rebuke the disobedient, to warn the sinner and 
alarm the thoughtless. These all inevitably con­
nect the office with the person, and demand of the 
pastor higher degrees of holiness, and institute se­
verer scrutiny into his character and life, in propor­
tion to their sense of the importance or of the im­
portunity of his message to themselves. Suppose 
this were unreasonable, (which I am by no means 
willing to admit,) suppose it were unreasonable in 
them, yet the consequence must be their irrepara­
ble injury by any falling short of this their standard 
on the part of the Gospel minister. Instead of a 
leader, he becomes to them a stumbling-block and 
a snare. Believers are discouraged and thrown 
back, the careless confirmed in their indifference, 
and the profane furnished with excuses, ifnot scoffs 
; and jeers. Admit them to be all wrong: will he
who gives the occasion he unaccountable? Most
surely not! Most surely, inasmuch as he 
have strengthened the weak and did not, and mig/H 
have won over the adversary, but instead put a 
weapon in his hand, their blood will be require oy 
him!
This, brethren, is the responsibility you purpose 
to assume. Shrink not, I beseech you. from look­
ing it full in the face! Put not the thought aside 
as unwelcome and disheartening! You must be 
prepared to be sifted as wheat, and tried on every 
side, if you would not have cruel disappointment, 
or more dreadful abandonrneut to spiritual deadness 
to overtake you in after-life. Aim at no low grade 
of piety/ Deem not that decent consistency is all 
that needs be maintained! and that that exacts of 
you^io more than of the multitude of professing 
Christians! Their highest attainments are bare 
consistency in us: we fall below our level when 
we do not soar above them.
For the Gambier Observer.
Eternity Realized, or a Guide to the Thought­
ful. By Robert Phillips.
By the movements of Christianity in these days, 
the whole unbelieving world has been excited to 
attention. Never, we tiiink, has there been so 
general and scrutinizing a regard to our religion as 
a system, and its members as individuals, as exists 
at present. And we cannot fail to regard with pe­
culiar delight the many accessions made to the 
Church in almost all parts of the world, as afford­
ing cheering evidence that eventually “the king­
doms of this world shall become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and his Christ.” But it is a melancholy 
fact that in all times of the Church’s prosperity, 
there have been those who were losing their ‘■‘first 
love ;” and while we should be ever seeking to ex­
tend our borders, there should at the same time, be 
great watching unto prayer for all who are within. 
Especially do wc feel this to be necessary at the 
present time. There is now a very general ex­
citement and interest respecting missions, so that 
it is not uncommon to find individuals who them­
selves have no part or lot in the salvation of Christ, 
exhibiting great interest and even liberality in mis­
sionary enterprizes. Frequently has the writer 
been pained at the apparent delight manifested by 
persons at‘the triumphs of the gospel among ^.he 
heathen, while, as to themselves experimentally, 
the whole subject of religion was a strange thing. 
And we feel it to be a very possible thing, indeed 
experience has taught us that it is, for a Christian 
to become so concerned and engaged about the 
eternal welfare of others as to forget or neglect 
that work within, which calls for his constant care. 
All the exertion and all the energy each Christian 
can give to the promotion of the gospel, he should 
give, at the same time he cannot be too deeply im­
pressed with the necessity of paying an unfailing 
regard to his awn soul ; and in the majority of ca­
ses the failing to do this has arisen from not having 
definite and forcible views of eternity. As an aid' 
to this, it is the object of the writer to recommend 
the small work whose title is at the head of this 
article.
The Rev. Robert Phillip, the author of the work,, 
is a pious and devoted minister of the Congrega- 
tionalists in England, aud from the excellence and 
nature of his writings has exerted a very extensive 
influence among the religious public of that count- 
try. As a preacher he is not popular, owing to a 
peculiarity of manner, and perhaps it is to this fact 
that we must refer the number of his works, which, 
from the commencement of his authorship lias been 
one volume almost every nine months, each of 
which has had a very wide and rapid circulation. 
His readers will find a train of thought frequently 
original but always strongly conceived and forcibly 
expressed ;- very different indeed from that style of 
writing, which we regret to. see attain such un­
bounded popularity—a style so excessively ornate 
that it is to writing, what the debased style is to 
architecture, and which will, we hope, soon be 
classed with the well-meant, but certairfly diluted, 
productions <ff ilervey.
Our author has divided his work into ten essays 
embracing the following subjects :—The duty and 
possibility of realizing eternity—The excuses for 
not realizing eternity—Nominal faith and spiritual 
declension from not realizing eternity—Faith be1- 
lieving unto eternal life—Eternity Realized in the 
sanctuary, at the sacrament and at home—Christ 
the glory of eternity. The fifth is one of such 
great and solemn interest that we shall make an 
extract—The subject is, spiritual declension from 
not realizing eternity—a subject which demands 
very special attention from every Christian.
“ If your personal piety began in a deep sense 
of the value of your soul, that solemn conviction 
derived its chief solemnity from eternity. It was 
more than based on, or blended with, the conscious­
ness of immortality : it was ‘full’ of immortality.
It would have been powerless, yea, been nothing, 
but for eternity. For whatever you thought or 
felt, in regard to any or all the powers of the mind, 
it was the fact of their being eternal powers, that 
arrested and riveted your attention. It was memo­
ry, as remembering for ever ; it was reason, as rea­
soning for ever ; it was imagination as creative for 
ever ; it was conscience, as judging for ever ; that 
awed and amazed you. Eternal consciousness! 
eternal thought 1 eternal feeling 1 was the absorb­
ing consideration. It was not mental power, as 
mental ; nor moral sense, as moral; but the eter­
nity of mind and conscience that impressed you. 
It was not the degree in which the soul was capa­
ble of enjoyment or suffering ; but the ‘everlasting’ 
duration of joy or wo that determined you to care 
for your soul. Accordingly had its faculties been 
both fewer and feebler, and even incapable of any 
improvement here or hereafter, their eternity would 
have stamped and sustained them as infinitely va­
luable in your estimation. And, as they must ad­
vance for ever, as well as endure for ever, you cer­
tainly did not overrate their value, when you re­
solved not to lose your soul.
“ Now if these solemn views of the immortality 
of your spirit have been allowed to pass away, 
to languish into cold and heartless forms of fboug it, 
it is not surprising that you should kneel at t .e 
mercy-seat without enjoyment, and at tne cioss 
without feeling. For, how can the sou , '» lCn 1 
has become almost insensible or its oun 'unnor a 
nature, and immense value, and amazing LCiulies, 
feel alive in prayer or meditation? , ow can ic 
throne of grace be attractive, or tne cross dear, 
‘as in the days of old,’ when you no onger conic 
to them under a dee? or distinct consciousness of 
your immortality ?” . ...
YVe feel assured that every communicant w) 
read the eighth essay with great interest, and « 
doubt not, with profit. Every spiritually min e 
Christian finds at times the almost impossibility oi
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partaking of the sacrament with a mind sufficientlj’ 
devout. The main struggle is to put and keep.the 
world in abeyance while we are engaged in the 
service, and although we feel that the sacrament is 
nothing but in proportion as it has brought us near 
to the Saviour, yet so commanding a sway do the 
occupations of time maintain over our minds, that 
they have not unfrequently the entire ascendancy, 
to the exclusion of almost all appropriateness of 
thought; and then conies an overwhelming impres­
sion that this is not communing for eternity, which 
brings a confused effort to fix our minds upon the 
exceeding love of the Redeemer. Bearing upon 
this, our’author has some very forcible remarks, 
part of which we quote :—“It is not very difficult 
to realize the spirit in which we should 1 keep the 
feast’ in heaven. We do occasionally catch a 
glimpse of the warm emotions which the first wel­
come into heaven, the first sight of heaven, the 
first access to the throne of heaven, will awaken. 
We have some conception of the mighty burst of 
mingled wonder, gratitude, and humility, which 
will be 'called forth, by finding ourselves there ! 
Even our resolution is already taken, that no spirit 
who has preceded us at the throne, and none who 
follow us, shall be more humble and grateful.— 
These intentions and anticipations are occasionally 
present to our minds, during our solitary walks and 
when we are musing or praying in our closets. 
Even when surrounded by our families at home, 
fond hope will now and then dart off to heaven 
with them in her arms, and go through all the glo­
rious act of presenting them safe and spotless be­
fore the throne, with exceeding joy !
“ Thus we can, we do, realize ‘ glorious things,’ 
at times and in places where there is not so much 
to suggest the idea of them, or to assist us in real­
izing them, as there is in the sanctuary and at the 
sacrament. Why not then, before taking our place 
at the table of the Lord, place ourselves in thought 
at the throne of the Lord, until wc see and feel the 
kind of penitence, and the kind of humility, and 
the kind of gratitude, and the kind of lo,ve, which
there shall be two Husbands, the one pure and the 
other adulterous. The Legitimate Husband shall 
be put to flight. There shall be a great Carnage 
and as great an effusion of Blood as in thg times of 
the Gentiles. The universal Church and the whole 
World shall deplore the ruin and destruction of a 
most celebrated City the Capital and Mistress of 
France. The Altars and Temples shall be destroy­
ed. The holy Virgins outraged and driven from 
their Monastrys. Tiie Church Pastors shall be 
driven from their Seats, and the whole Church shall 
be stripped of her temporal Goods, but nt length 
the Black Eagle and the Lion shall appear hover­
ing fiorn far Countrys.
“ Misery to Thee—0 City of Oppulencc, Thou 
shalt at first rejoice, but thy end shall come.
“ Misery to Thee—O City of Philosophy, thou 
shalt be subjected. A Captive King humbled even 
to confusion shall at last receive his Crown and 
shall destroy the Children of Brutus.”
becomes those who take the ‘cup of blessing’ on
For the Gambier Observer. 
INFANT BAPTISM.
That persons do not become members of the 
Church of Christ till they have become communi­
cants : that baptized persons, not communicants, 
are not Church-members, however difficult it may 
be to say what is their position if such doctrine be 
correct, is unquestionably a very prevalent and very 
pernicious idea. How almost universal among
members of non-episcopal Churches---- and how
common among Episcopalians whose phraseology 
has been derived by intercourse with other Chris­
tians, is such language as the following with ex­
clusive reference to communicants : “ How many
Church members are there in a certain congrega­
tion.” “ A. B------  has become a nifim&er of the
Church.” “ The CAurcA in C. consists of so many 
members.” “A certain minister will baptize none 
but the children of Church members.” Such phras­
es in a large part of the Christian community are 
applied only to communicants. They are found 
not merely among persons not accustomed to pre-
tianity,—the designation of the baptized “as future mem 
bers, hopefully of the church,”—and “a special obligation 
resting upon them to believe, practice and maintain the 
Christian religion,” is all that is involved in the peculiar 
relation to the Church, of which he speaks. We do not 
perceive that such a relation is created, or in any way af­
fected by the baptism of a child- Is this ordinance the 
ground and reason of God’s love to our infant seed? Does 
it create the duty of bringing up our children in the nur­
ture and admonition of the Lord. Should we not look 
upon Christian families as nurseries of the Church, and 
“calculate upon them rather than upon the world in gen­
eral, to perpetuate religion in the earth,” whether baptized 
or not ? Does not a special obligation rest upon a child, 
born and nurtured under the light of the gospel, reflected 
from the life of a pious parent, to believe, practice and 
maintain the true religion, independently of his public 
dedication? If this is all we are to understand by the re­
lation of children to the Church, then we really do not see, 
how the ordinance of baptism has any thing to do with it. 
It exists as much before, as after the rite is administered; 
and it exists in respect to all the children of professing 
Christians, whatever they may think of infant baptism.
We are by no means satisfied with this view of the mat­
ter: and yet this is the view generally entertained, we be­
lieve by our churches at the present day. It is certainly 
very vague, and must he unsatisfactory to those who hold it; 
and the practice founded upon it is by no means calculat­
ed to realize the great object, which Mr. Adams says, is 
brought to light by this ordinance. What is the practical 
effect of infant baptism, upon the position of children, and 
the conduct of the church? We do not ask what, in gen­
eral, are the benefits of infant baptism, this question is 
clearly and powerfully answered in this hook: but what is 
the standing of the “Baptized Child” in our churches?— 
Is he regarded as a subject of discipline? Do pastors re­
cognize his right to any of the peculiar privileges of the 
Church? Do the parents train him up with reference to 
any specific and intelligible relation to the visible kingdom 
of God? Is he watched over by the brethren as one for 
whom they must give account? Is he in short, considered
tiles, are “grafted in among the branches and with them are 
madejaartakers of the roo t and fatness of the olive;” and 
that those branches which have been cut off’, “if they abide 
not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in again,"—not cer­
tainly into a new gentile Church,—but into their own olive 
tree. The national institutions of the Jews, did not con­
stitute the Church; they were burlt around the Church_
which was organized in the family of Abraham four hun­
dred and-thirty years befoie the national existence of the 
Jews commenced—and they were swept away, leaving the 
spiritual kingdom of God unchanged. The covenant 
made with Abraham—the great charter of all our rights 
and privileges as Christians—was confirmed of God in 
Christ to Abraham and his seed, and it is the very cove­
nant, unchanged in its principles, and requirements; of 
which Christ is declared to he the Mediator. The seal too 
ot the covenant, is substantially the same. There is a 
change in the form, and in the manner of applying it, but 
there is no difference, as to design nnd effect, between cir­
cumcision and baptism.
Now upon this identity of the church, the covenant and 
the seal, under the old and new dispensation, we ground 
the practice of infant baptism. But circumcised children 
were regarded and treateil as members of trie ancient 
church. To them “pertained the adoption, and the glo­
ry, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the 
service of God and the promises.” All these privileges 
and blessings were secured to them by the rite of circum­
cision ; and none were ever deprived of their birth-right 
except as a violation of covenant, and obstinate refusal to 
perform the duties which devolved upon them. It seems 
to follow inevitably, that the relation of baptized children 
to the Christian Church is the same. At any rate, the 
children of church-members having once been recognised 
by God as belonging to the Church, and having been put 
in possession, by solemn covenant, of certain rights, and 
privileges, those who deny their actual membership, should 
be held to show that the constitution of the Church under 
the Gospel, is radically different from that of the Abraham, 
ic Church; or that the children of believers have univer­
sally forfeited their ancient privileges by some act of their
candidate was presented by the Rev. Mr. Stone, who also 
preached.
By the Rt. Rev. Bishop Bowen.—On Sunday, Dec. II,- 
in St. Michael’s Church, Charleston, (S. C.) the following 
persons, Deacons, were admitted to the holy order of 
Priests: — The Rev. W. W. Spear, Assistant Minister of* 
St. Michael’s Church; the Rev James H. Fowles, Min­
ister of Christ Church, Wilton ; the Rev. Cranmore Wal­
lace, Minister of St. James’ James Island, and Principa 
of the South-Carolina Male Academy, Charleston; the 
Rev. B. C. Webb, Miifister of St. Luke’s Parish; the 
Rev. Dr. Gadsden; the Rev. Daniel Cobia ; the Rev. P. 
II. Folker, present and assisting. Charleston Gospel Mess.
Clerical Change—The Rev. James May has resign­
ed the rectorship of St. Stephen’s Church, Wilkesbarrej 
Pa. and accepted an invitation to St. Paul’s Church, in 
Philadelphia. We learn that he is expected to enter upon 
the duties of his new parish in the course of the ensuing 
month__ Episcopal Rec.
The Rev. William Staunton has resigned the Rectorship 
of St. James’ Church, Roxbury, and accepted an unani­
mous call to the “Special Agency”’ofthe General Protes­
tant Episcopal Sundaj School Union__ Chris. Wit.
S E C U IA A R
The Presidency—The actual votes of the Electors in all 
the States are heard from, and are as follows : —
Martin Van Buren, (elected) 167
Wm. II. Harrison, 73
Hugh L. White, 26
Daniel Webster, 14
Willie P. Mangum. 11
Necessary to a choice 146.
The Vice Presidency —It is now certain that there is
choice by the Electors, of Vice President of the Un
States. The votes stand thus ;
Richard M. Johnson, 144
Francis Granger, 57
John Tyler,
William Smith,
47
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earth, as the pledge of the ‘cup of salvation’ in 
heaven? No process nor direction of thought would 
so readily improve a ‘ right s; nit,’ and correct a 
wrong spirit. Indeed it is only by some process 
akin to this, that we can succeed in securing a sa
cision.of language, but ministers every where em­
ploy them with this exclusive application, and are 
supposed by their people to hold the doctrine which 
language so restricted teaches ; while in all proba­
bility, were they asked whether baptized children 
are in the Church or out of it, they would feel
cramental spirit : for it will not be forced. All ( obliged to choose the former branch of the alter- 
attempts to throw out vain thoughts, or to throw inative. Now, if this language were mere lan- 
off bad feelings oy dint of mere effort, almost de- j guage, we might be content with a mere phraseolo- 
feat themselves. These things can only be dis- ' gical correction. But it arises out of low and
placed by heavenly things. Whilst Abraham only 
* drove away the fowls’ that alighted on his sacri­
fice, ‘an horror of great darkness’ was upon him ; 
but, when he saw the fire of heaven-like ‘ a burning 
lamp,’ upon the altar, he was able to renew bis 
covenant with God. So it is with us. Whilst we 
are merely driving away ‘the unclean birds’ which 
haunt the cage of the heart, there is only hurry, 
or confusion., or pain of heart, we are almost glad 
to avoid thinking altogether, that we may not run 
the risk of falling into trains of vain thoughts. We 
sometimes suppress our very breathing, that we 
may suppress the wandering of our minds ; and we 
even try to create an utter vacuum in our spirit, in 
the hope that the Spirit of God will fill it with holy 
ideas and emotions. Now, although these strug­
gles between the flesh and spirit, at the sacrament, 
tell a sad tale, and betray humiliating secrets, con­
cerning both the neglect of due preparation, and 
the want ot habitual watchfulness; they show also, 
that we have much to learn on the subject of that 
‘ all diligence,’ by which the heart may be kept 
light with God. One part of that diligence is, the 
habit of looking at ‘ the things which are eternal.’ 
They must he brought into our minds, if ‘the things 
which are temporal are to be driven out of our 
minds, whilst we commemorate the death of Christ. 
And how much easier and pleasanter it is, instead 
of a feverish or confused effort to be solemn and 
■devout, just because we ought to be so, to have re­
course at once, to the contemplation of an eternity 
that can make us so ! Eternal redemption—eter­
nal love—eternal life,—are objects which cannot 
fail to dislodge vain thoughts, nor to quicken dull 
feelings, if any due measure of attention and prayer 
be given to them.”
The last chapter has some very striking and 
beautiful thoughts upon Christ, the glory of eter­
nity. We extract the following not as being new, 
but as suggesting a pleasing subject of meditation : 
“If eternal solitude would be endurable, even if 
in the vacant spaces of infinity, what must be the 
bliss of eternal society around the throne of God 
and the Lamb ? If to be for ever with one angel 
or saint at the very farthest ‘ borders of Emmanu­
el’s land,’ what will it be to be forever with the 
‘ innumerable company of angels,’and with all the 
‘spirits of just men made perfect ?’ If to be a 
door-keeper of the heavenly temple would be joy 
unspeakable ; what must be the joy of being made 
kings and priests unto God ? And if to be for ever 
with any one in heaven, would be certain and sub­
lime happiness; what must be the certainty and 
sublimity of being ‘ for ever with the Lord ?’ For­
ever with the Lord f There is no idea of heaven 
dearer to the followers of Christ, than this. All 
our other ideas of it, even the fondest of them, 
culminate and centre in seeing and being with the 
Saviour. Even the sweet hope of re-union with 
the spirits we love most, is sweetest in the form of 
joining them jo cast our crowns at his feet together. 
We feel that however high natural love may swell 
then, the only effect of it will be to swell higher 
the song, ‘ unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
in his own blood, be glory for ever! Thus husbands 
and wives, parents and children will especially feel, 
when they meet before the throne ; and just in pro­
portion to th.e joy of tiiat meeting, will be the at­
tention and the gratitute, and the love, it will con­
centrate upon the Lamb, slain for fltero.”
Gambier, Dec. 22 nd, 1836. K.
For the Gambier Observer,
A PROPHECY.
Messrs. Editors,—I send you the following pre­
diction of St. Cesaire, Bishop of Arles in France, 
for insertion in the Observer, and think you will 
eee in the events which have since taken place in 
France something very like a fulfilment of the pro­
phecy,—though I confess my faith is very weak in 
the saint’s prescience. W.
A Prediction by St. Cesaire, Bishop of Arles, in the year 
542, taken from a book entitled “Liber Mirab.I.s 
printed in Gothic characters and deposited in the Royal 
Library at Paris.
“ The administrators of this kingdom (France) 
shall be so blinded that they shall leave it without 
Defenders. The hand of God shall extend itself 
over them and over all the Rich. All the Nobles 
shall be deprived of Estates and Dignity. A Di­
vision shall spring up in the Church of God, and
ineagre views of the nature, design, effect and du­
ties of baptism; it increases the poverty of the 
views which gave it birth; it tends to perpetuate 
evils in regard to the relative value of the two sa­
craments which the Church has need to get rid of 
as soon as possible—out of zeal for the solemnity 
and purity and restrictive privileges of the Lord’s 
Supper, it goes to degrade the sister sacrament 
which we have no right to regard as of inferior so­
lemnity or value, into a mere ceremony, of which 
little more can be said than that it places children 
“ in a peculiar relation to the. Church”—while in 
what the peculiarity consists, if they are not mem­
bers of the Church, it would puzzle any one satis­
factorily to define.
That, in our Church, infants baptized are consi­
dered as members of the Church, and that when they 
become communicants, their membership is not in­
creased, but only their participation in its privile­
ges, there is HO need of aceerting. The same is 
the doctrine of all Episcopal Churches. Just as 
much is it the doctrine of the Presbyterian Church. 
The Confession of Faith asserts that Baptism was 
ordained “ for the solemn admission of the party 
baptized into the visible Churchy The Larger 
Catechism teaches that “ the parties baptized are 
solemnly admitted into the visible Churchy But
infants are baptized---- and infants therefore are
members of the visible Church. They are also 
professors of religion, according to the Presbyte­
rian Church, and according to the truth—for the 
Confession of Faith defines the visible Church as 
consisting “ of all such as do profess the true reli­
gion.” But infants baptized are members of the 
visible Church—they are therefore professors of the 
true religion. Their profession was made in their 
name, by those who offered them in baptism and is 
as real, and solemn and binding a profession as can 
be made, however wisely the Church may require 
that it be publicly and personally renewed and con­
fessed before the baptized child now in mature age 
can be admitted to the full privilege of citizenship. 
The extracts which follow, will show that the same 
doctrine was once universal among the Congrega- 
tionalists of New-England. How much mistake 
would be avoided in religion, as well as all other 
concerns, could we only agree to call things by 
their right names.
On the question “ TVlia I relation do baptized 
children hold to the Church?” the Reviewer of Shep­
ard, the old Congregational divine, and of Adams 
a Congregational divine of the present day, both 
on Infant Baptism, thus proceeds :—
Upon this point we apprehend, as has been already in­
timated, that the Church has, to some extent, lost sight of 
the doctrine and practice of our Fathers, and that the two 
works which stand at the head of this article, are represen­
tatives of “different administrations.” We may he mis­
taken. Mr. Adams does not speak out fully upon this 
subject, and we are not quite sure that if he had given us 
his views more at large than it suited his purpose to do in 
his book, wc should differ with him as to the true answer 
to he given to this question. We regret that the limits 
which he assigned to his work, did not permit him to give 
a full and complete answer to his own question. He says 
indeed that baptized children “have a peculiar relation to 
the Church,” that ‘in consequence of the parents relation 
to God, hestands iu a peculiar relation to their child;” that 
“when a child i s solemnly dedicated to God in his house, 
and with the Christian rite of baptism, God will, iu view 
of his covenant with believers, receive the child into the 
number of those to whom he stands in a peculiar relation, 
bnt he does not tell us what this relation is, nor what pecu­
liar cfulies and responsibilities on the part of the Church and 
baptised children, are created by this ordinance. We do 
not understand Mr. Adams to admit that children, by the 
rite of baptism, become members of the Church, nor that 
they sustain any relation to it in the way of accountability, 
or subjection to discipline. “A solemn obligation, he 
says, tests upon the Church, but what is the Church, as 
such, obliged to do ? This is the important question, hut 
we do not find in the book before us, any satisfactory an­
swer. Mr. Adams intimates, at least it seems so to us, 
that the peculiar love which God hears to these children 
for the parents’ sake,—the propagation of religion in the 
earth, by the offspring of Christians, rather than of the 
world in general, the obligation which a parent publicly 
and solemnly assumes—a vow as it were—taken of him to 
train up his children in the belief and practice of Chris-
as having, to any practical purpose, the slightest connexion
with the Church? We believe not. In all respects he is 
treated as any other child. The seal of God’s covenant is 
placed upon him as a disciple, hut he is sent forth among 
those who are without, and suffered to grow up iu igno­
rance of what they have done to him, and of the duties 
which he ought to discharge. These things ought not so 
to he. There is, if we do not greatly err, a singular in­
consistency between our principles, and our practice in. re­
lation to this subject. And what is the consequence?— 
On one side we are urged to admit, as a matter of course 
all baptized persons to the Lord’s Supper; and on the oth­
er, to give up infant baptism as a mere nullity. Our the­
ory gives one class a great advantage in their brotherly ex­
postulations, and our practice justifies another, in sneering 
at an ordinance which we regard as divine. We stand 
where two seas meet; and the position is neither pleasant 
nor safe.
Dr. D"-ight thus states an objection to the practice of 
infant baptism, which, he says, is of a more seiious charac­
ter, than any other that has been alleged. “All baptized 
persons are by Congregationalists considered as members of 
the Christian Church; yet those who are baptized in in­
fancy, are not treated as if they p»ssessed this character.—- 
Particularly, they are not admitted to the sacramental sup­
per, nor made objects of ecclesiastical discipline.” Upon 
which he remarks, “I acknowledge, without hesitation, 
that the conduct of those with whom I am in immediate 
communion, one! oo fur na I know them, their -Opinions also
with regard to this subject, are in a greater or less degree 
erroneous and indefensible. ”—“That infants should be bap­
tised, and then be left by ministers and churches, in a sit­
uation undistinguished from that of other children appears 
to me irreconcilable with any scriptural view of the nature 
and importance of this sacrament.”* With this we fully 
concur; and it seems wonderful to us that any who contend 
for the divine authority of infant baptism should practical­
ly regard it as a mere nullity, giving the child no rights, 
and subjecting the Church to no responsibility. When 
Paul was asked, “what profit is there of circumcision?” 
he could honestly answer: “much every way.” But what 
can we reply to a similar question, respecting infant bap­
tism? It is doubtless a significant service, and reminds 
both parents and children of their duties: but what eccle­
siastical privilege does a baptized child enjoy, according to 
the prevalent doctrine, which does not equally belong to ev­
ery child of pious parents whether baptized or not? It is 
not enough to reply, that such a child holds “a peculiar re­
lation” to God and the Church, that he is “separated by 
the use of the Christian seal, to the belief and practice of 
Christianity;” and that he is “marked as a future mem­
ber, hopefully of the Church of Christ;” we wish to know 
precisely what the present ecclesiastical position of such 
a child is, and what the Church, as such, has to do with 
him.
It seems to us that this question may be readily settled 
by just ascertaining what relation a child,by the rite of cir­
cumcision, held to the Jewish Church. Did he, or did he 
not, enjoy rights and privileges, which were never granted 
to the uncircumcised, whatever might have been their na­
tural and moral relations to God and his people. Mr. 
Adams admits that uncircumcised children were members 
of the Jewish Church, in the same sense, and to the same
own ; or that God has expressly excluded them from the
Church; in a word, that the Church,—which from the 
time of Abraham to the coming of the Messiah, was a fold 
into which the lambs of the flocks were gathered, and 
where they were fed—has under the new dispensation, 
which professes to extend our privileges, been so narrowed 
as to exclude them, and leave them to wander upon the 
mountains without a shepherd, and without a home. This 
will be no easy task, while the Saviour’s declaration re­
specting the children of believers remains in the gospel, 
namely, “of such is the kingdom of God,”
That baptized ciiildretj are to be regarded and treated 
as church members, until they forfeit their standing by 
unbelief, and obstinate impenitence, and are cast out by a 
regular act of discipline, was the doctrine of the Fathers 
of our church. Shephard contends that the children of 
Godly parents, are church members by virtue of God’s 
covenant, “whereby he engaged himself equally to be a 
God io them,” though “ they come to the fruition of 
their membership by their parents’ covenant.” He 
says f
“If the substance of the covenant was, ‘ I will be a 
God to thee and thy seed,’ then this covenant remains still 
under the gospel, it being one and the same with that; if 
by virtue of that covenant, the children were made members 
of the Church, and have had a church privilege and a seal 
administered, then the same covenant, remaining the same 
and in the same force and benefit, our children, also are ta­
ken into the like membership.
Suob vac tho doctrine of Shepard respectinu the rela­
tion of baptized children to the Church of Christ. In 
this position he was sustained by the opinions of the wisest 
and best of our earlier divines; as appears from a very rare 
pamphlet entitled “the First Principles of New England, 
concerning the Subject of Baptism and Communion of 
Churches;” collected chiefly from the original manuscripts 
of the first pastors of the New England churches, by In­
crease Mather in 1671. This pamphlet contains the tes­
timony of Cotton, Hooker, Stone, Mather, of Dorchester, 
Norton, Rogers, Shepard, Patrick, Smith, Prudden, and 
several others—“Chief Fathers,” as Mather calls them— 
respecting the subject under discussion: and they are unan­
imous in the opinion that baptized children are truly mem­
bers of the Church, and ought to be so received and treat­
ed. They even say, that a person baptized in infancy, al­
though lie was not a communicant, might have bis children 
baptized, for, says Mather, “it is not the parents’ fitness 
for the Lord’s Supper, that is the ground of baptizing their 
children, hut the parents, and so their children, being in the 
covenant, and so long as this doth continue, not dissolv­
ed by any church censure against them, nor by any scan­
dalous sin of theirs, so long the children may be baptiz­
ed,”
The general doctrine that all baptized children are in fact 
members of the Church, was held by Dr. Dwight, late 
president of Yale College, who is as good authority as eith­
er of the Fathers referred to. He says :
“All persons are baptized not in, hut into the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; that is, they are 
in this ordinance publicly and solemnly introduced into 
the family, and entitled in a peculiar manner to the name 
of God. Accordingly—-they are called godly; Christians; 
spiritual; sons and daughters of- God; and the children of 
God, throughout the scriptures. And after commenting 
upon the phrase, i/f <r« ovo/xa, he adds; “Several of these 
passages, also directly declare, that those who are baptized,
extent, as their parents; that “ the peculiar relation of the ; arc baptized into Christ; that is, into the Church, or body
, . z- j . i i- , j • .1 • , of Christ. At the same time there is no other account civ-cliildren of believers to God, established m the ancient ’’
Church, is continued without repeal in the Christian dis-
pensation;” that the principle upon which God “admitted 
children into covenant with their parents in the Abraham, 
ic Church, is “a principle of the divine government; which 
existed before that covenant was made, and will last to the 
end of time;” that the question whether the Abrahamie 
covenant is abolished, is lost in the question, has that prin­
ciple of divine government ceased, upon which God for­
merly included the children of believers in his covenant, 
with their parents; that baptism comes in the place of cir­
cumcision, and like that is a “ sign of separation to the 
Christian faith,” and “& seal of God’s covenant.” If all 
this is true—and we believe it is—does it not follow that 
the relation created by baptism is the same as that which 
the circumcised child held to the Jewish Church ? We are 
somewhat surprised, that from such ample premises, Mr. 
Adams should have drawn only the narrow inference that 
the object of baptism is “to mark children as future mem­
bers, hopefully, of the Church of Christ.
We believe, that the object of baptism is to mark all the 
proper subjects of it, as present members of the visible 
Church, and that there is no difference, in this respect be­
tween believing parents and their baptized offspring. All 
those arguments which prove that infant baptism is a di­
vine ordinance, sustain this position. Why do we baptize 
our children. Because the original constituiion of the 
Church, which required the dedication of children to God 
has never been altered. Christ did not organize a new 
Church. Paul expressly asserts that the good olive tree 
was not cutdown, but that disciples from among the gen-
• Tlieol. 5. 293, 4.
en of this subject. Nor is there any thing in the ordinance 
of baptism, which in any manner indicates, that adults, 
when baptized, are members of the Church : and that bap­
tized infants are not members.’ *
Much cavil has been uttered, and more has been 
thought, against that answer of our catechism 
wherein a child baptized is said to have been made 
in baptism, “ a member of Christ, a child of God, 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven." Is 
the language stronger than that of Dr. Dwight in 
the above extract ? He sayj that all baptized per­
sons (infants therefore) are in baptism introduced 
into the family of God—they are called godly, spi­
ritual, sons and daughters of God, children of 
God, throughout the Scriptures—they are baptized 
into Christ, fcc. A better explanation of the above 
sentence of our catechism we do not desire.
* Tbeol. 5. 295.
Education and Missionary Committee.
There will be an adjourned meeting of the Education
and Missionary Committee of the Diocese of Ohio, on 
Wednesday, the 25th inst. at 3 o’clock, P. M. in Gam­
bier.
JOSEPH MUENSCHER,
Secretary.
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.
ORDINATIONS.
By the Rt. Rev Bishop Griswold.—At St. Paul’s Cli., 
Boston, on Sunday morning, Dec. 19, Mr. Theodore 4V. 
Snow, was admitted to the Holy Orders of Deacons. The
Necessary to a choice, 146.
Rev. Dr. Robertson—We notice in the proceedings of 
Congress, that the Rev. Dr. Robertson, missionary to 
Greece, has presented a petition to that body, praying that 
a law may pass, securing to his children born in Greece the 
privilege of citizenship of the United States.— Christian 
Witness.
From P/orida.—By a passenger in the Steamboat Flori­
da, Capt. Hebbard, arrived yesterday from Jacksonville we 
learn that Gen. Jesup, after having scoured the Wahoo 
Swamp and found no Indians had returned and established 
a Post at Dude’s Battle Ground, where a portion of the 
Army under his command were—and that it was his in­
tention immediately to pursue them to the Everglades, 
where it was supposed they had gone.—Savannah Georgian 
Dec. 29.
We arc indebted to Mr. Kidd of the Merchants’ Ex­
change, for the following :
Gen. Santa Anna, with his guards, got on board the 
steamboat Tennessean at Plaquemine, and proceeded tip 
the river on their way to Washington City. They came 
the lower route, by way of Attakapas, instead of Nacog­
doches.—zV. Orleans Bid. Dec. 15.
The number of Post Offices in the United States is 11,- 
000; the amount of postage received is about 2,000,000 a- 
year.
Secretary of the Senate—AshuryjDickcns has been elected 
Secretary of the Senate, in place of Walter Lowrie resign­
ed, by a majority of three votes over his competitor Dr. 
Naudain.
President Elect.—Martin Van Buren, President, elect of 
the United States, was 54 years of age on Monday, the 
5ih instant.
Latest from Mexico.—By the packet ship Mexican, Capt. 
Kimball, we have received Vera Cruz papers to the 30t!i 
ult. The dates are several days later than before received. 
They however contain little news of importance.
A Sail Luis Potosi date of the 11th, mentions the ar­
rival of the remaininc corns of the division destined to 
march against Texas. A portion of the division left San 
Luis on the lltli, and the remainder on the 12th. The 
proclamation of Gen. Bravo to the troops, preparatory to 
leaving that city, we published in our last.
Sr. Gorostiza, late Mexican Minister to the U. States, 
arrived at Vera Cruz Nov. 26th, in the brig Ann Eliza, 14 
days from New-York.
The papers complain bitterly of the aid affoided to tho 
Texians from the United States. Censure is cast both 
upon our government and people__ N. Y. Mercury.
Sir Robert Peel has accepted the office of Lord Rector 
of Glasgow University.
Almost all the members of the Bonaparte family says the 
oPresse are preparing to leave Europe, and remove to the 
United States of America in consequence of the advice of 
certain Sovereigns who have constantly given them marks 
of their good-will, and of the greater part of their old 
friends in France. They have themsalves felt that their 
remaining in countries where a degree of political agita­
tion is constantly afloat, will expose them to inconveniences 
and suspicion, however prudent they may he; and lata 
events have convinced them that their tranquility depends 
upon their withdrawing. Orders have been given for the 
sale of all the immense estates they possess in Italy; and 
in a few months there will not be left in Europe any one of 
the family’ of Bonaparte, except two females, whose state of 
health disables them from bearing the fatigues of the voy­
age to America.
The deaths by Plague at Constantinople during the week 
ending Oet. 4th, were about 1000. An unusual degree of 
heat for the season, prevailed in the weather, which favored 
the spread of the contagion.
For Sale,
ABOUT 1,250 ACRES OF LAND
in the 4th quarter of the 7th township and 12 Range U. S- 
Military Lands, being the remainder of the “ North Sec­
tion,” so called, belonging to Kenyon College, situated on 
both sides of the road from Mt. Vermon to Coshocton, and 
watered by Schencks’ Creek ; on which are about 250 acres 
first rate bottom land, and a valuable
MILL PRIVILEGE.
Said tract lies within 4 miles of Mt. Vernon, and 2| of
Kenyon College. It has been surveyed into lots containing 
from 80 to 110 acres each, and will be offered at private 
sale until the 1st of February next, at which time the baL 
ance will be sold at public auction to the highest bidder, at 
the Treasurer’s Office at Gambier.
Terins of Sale.— One-third of the purchase money 
in hand—one third in 12 months, and the remainder in 24 
months, with interest.
January 4.
For Sale,
The new, neat and convenient Frame 
CoTTAGte, situated on the south side of Brook- 
lyn-street, Gambier. The house was built in 
the best manner by Messrs. Fuller & Patch,
under the superintendence of the subscriber, is 38 feet front 
by 32 feet deep, with a piazza in the rear. There are 8 
rooms, 4 on each floor, and a hall running tbrotfgh the cen­
tre, is well furnished with convenient Pantries and Closets, 
and has a good Cellar 32 feet by 16. 1 he Parlours are
finished in the best style, with folding doors, and the doors 
throughout are triinmed with American Locks. I he house 
is in all respects one of the neatest and most convenient in 
the country. There is also a good Stable 24 by 16 feet 
and a wood house oil the lot.
Possession given on the 1st of May next.
January 4th. H11 E.
List of Letters
Remaining in the Post Office at Gambier Janury Itf I837 
James Bonnar 2, Philander Burr, Hugh Brown, Wm’
T. Curtis, Christopher Cox, John Carson, Thomas Dixon 
Charles EakerjC. W. Fitch, Lewis Granger, C. S. John 
soil, Mary C. Johnson, Greenbury King, Adam Lyharger 
Thomas G. Mitchell, Jacob Mix or William McFarland 
Alexander McKee, T. & M. McCormick, Pledger, Ivory 
& Co. Abraham Ridgley, L. D. Shoemaker, Elijah Smith 
3, R. P. Smith, Mrs. Jane Smith, Miss Eleanor Sherwood, 
Thomas Templer, W. B. Turnbull 3, John Ufford, Al- 
pbeus White.
M. T. C. WING, P. M.
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POETRY
From the Saturday Magazine.
« In all time of our tribulation, in all time ot qur wealth, 
the hour of death, and in the day of judgment;
•‘GOOD LOUD DELIVER US.Litany.
In the dark season of distress,
In sickness, want, or woe ;
If friends desert, or foes oppress,
Or trouble lay me low;
If ’reft of those I fondly love,
From earthly ills I flee,
To seek sweet comfort from above,
Good Lord deliver me.
If wealth be mine, from nil the snares 
Which riches with them bring,
Oppression, avarice, worldly cares,
Ambition’s goading sting;
From pride, and from that worst offence, 
Forgetfulness of Thee,
Whose hand that wealth did first dispense,
Good Lord deliver me.
When on the bed of death, a prey 
To gloomy thoughts I lie,
Or worn by sloiT" disease away,
Or rack’d with agony ,
Stung with remorse for what hath been,
And dreading what may be,
When death hath closed this mortal scene,
Good Lord deliver me.
And oh ! in that appalling hour,
When clouds around thee spread,
Thou contest arrayed in pO'mp and power,
To judge both quick and dead ;
When trembling, shrinking from thy face 
Thy servant thou shaft see,
A suppliant at the bar of grace,
Good Lord deliver me !
conscience? Could you teach him what was 
right and what was wrong?
S. No, father; how could I?
THE SCHOLAR A MISSIONARY.
The Rev. Mssrs. Holladay and Leyburn, of 
Virginia, received their public instructions as 
missionaries of the American Board to Persia 
and Greece, at Richmond, on the 13th Novem­
ber. The Rev. Mr. Plummer made some re­
marks on the occasion, among which was the 
following statement, as we learn from the Virgin­
ia Conference Sentinel.
Mr. Plummer stated in his address that some 
sixteen or seventeen years ago, while he was 
seeking the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ,he 
undertook to teach a small class of children, on 
the Sabbath, in the gallery of an obscure church 
in the Valley of Virginia; that one of those 
children had professed religion, died, and pass­
ed away to the joys of heaven; and that another 
oj'that small class was now before him in the per ­
son of Mr. Leyburn, as a missionary ofthe Cross 
to carry the glad tidings of'salvation to those who 
are sitting in the region of' darkness and the sha­
dow of death.
What a lesson does this fact read to the Sab­
bath school teacher, and how striking an illus­
tration does it furnish of that beautiful and most 
encouraging passage of Scripture, “In the 
morning sow thy seed, and in the evening with­
hold not thy hand; for thou knowest not whe­
ther shall prosper either this or that, or whe­
ther they both shall be alike good.”
JUVENILE TEMPERANCE.
From the New York Weekly Messenger. 
CHILD S PRAYER.
Jesus, merciful and mild,
Deign to hear a little child ;
Jesus, my petition grant,
Give me all a child can want.
Give me, Loan, an humble mind, 
Ever to thv will resign’d ;
Teach an infant how to pray,
Bless and keep me every day.
When each morning I arise,
Lord, accept my sacrifice;
When at night I go to bed,
Lay thine arms beneath my head :
O, prepure me for that day 
When I shall be called away;
Then my soul shall mount on high, 
Thee to praise above the sky.
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A BIRD AND A BOY.
* Son. Tell me, father what is the diflerence 
between a bird and a boy? Please to make it 
as plain as you can.
Father. A bird and all other animals love 
their masters, and hate those that injure them. 
They are sometimes angry; and they are sorry 
when they lose a mate. They are afraid and 
glad. In short they have most of the feelings 
which we have. They know, too, when you 
speak to them, and they remember what they 
have seen. Let us think of the difference. The 
pair of robins, that lived on your tree near the 
window of your chamber, knew how to build 
their nest. There they set upon their eggs, and 
in a month the eggs, were hatched, and the 
young bird feathered, and there was no more to 
do about their clothing. They taught them to 
fly, and to sing, to find ihcii food, and io know 
and avoid danger. Then their education was 
completed. They were left to take care of 
themselves, and the young and old birds, pro­
bably neither cared for ono another after­
wards, more than for any other birds of their 
sort.
S. O’ what a difference between a bird and 
a boy! It’s a great many years before a boy can 
take care of himself, and then some boys do not 
know how.
F. But you know a boy is always learning 
something new; and a man can learn a new lan­
guage, and new music, and a new trade. He 
can build new kinds of houses, and find out new 
things. But the robins never improve. They 
can never sing but one kind of song, and chat­
ter in one way, and build a nest just as robins 
always have built them.
S. Yes, I believe that; for I never heard a 
robin sing or chirp but one or two songs, and 
all the robins sing just alike.
But there is another great difference.— 
Boys can think and judge about what will hap­
pen, if they choose, and birds cannot. A boy 
plants corn, and he lets it stay in the ground, be­
cause he knows that one kernel will produce a 
great many. But d crow’ pulls up the seed, and 
so destroys the crop.
S. But the crow does not know that.
F. That is the just difference. The crow 
saw the corn planted and growing last year just 
as the boy did. And he saw it planted this year 
but he did not put the two things together and 
judge. He was hungry as well as the boy, but 
he did not reason, and wait as the boy did. He 
did what he wanted to do, withoutthinking what 
would come afterwards. That is one great dif­
ference. The boy has reason: the bird has none. 
Men lay up grain for the winter. The birds 
“have neither storehouse nor barn.” Man has 
fo resight; other animals haye not. But is there 
no other difference?
5. Why, my bird could not talk father.
F. Irue, my son, but he could sing, and 
William could not. A parrot can talk. But 
here the difference is, that a boy can study and 
learn to talk, and to sing something new, but a 
bird cannot. But there is another difference, 
still greater, do you know, my son, what is right 
and what is wrong?
S. Yes, father.
F. And how do you feel when you do 
wrong?
S. I feel ashamed, and sorry; and am afraid. 
F. But why are you ashamed, and sorry?— 
because other people see you?
S. No, father; if nobody knows it, I feel just 
so. And sometimes I could not go to sleep at 
night, because I felt so bad after I had done 
something wrong; though 1 always feel worse if 
any body does know it.
Lut did not you tell me you felt better 
the3 win ? c<^n^esse^ to >ne th at yo i had broken 
N. Ye
then, and that made
F. Well, my son, tliatwhb.1,
or make you feel badly when 
and gives you pleasure when you do rmht 
conscience. Do you think ------ ° ”
father I thought I had done right 
• * nie feul beUer> *
your bi7I had any
THE AWFUL END OP A DISSIPATED YOUTH.
In the spring of 1834, being on a journey in 
the North, business obliged me to stay a few 
weeks in a romantic hamlet, in the county of 
Westmoreland. I was not sorry for the delay, 
as it afforded me an opportunity of exploring 
the beauties of the surrounding country, and 
of becoming intimate with the manners of the 
inhabitants. I was not long in perceiving the 
gross sensuality which pervaded all ranks. Al­
though there were not more than 25 houses in 
the district, three of them were public-houses 
and six “jerry-shors.” The scenes of drunken­
ness in an evening did not speak much for the 
comfort of the inhabitants, and presented a mis­
erable picture of degradation. I was walking 
past the sign of the “Punch-bowl” one evening, 
when I heard my name bellowed out by some 
one inside; and on looking through the open 
window, I perceived a young man in a state of 
intoxication. I had seen the features somewhere 
but could not call to mind the name of the per­
son. On inquiring what he wanted with me, 
he said, “Ar’nt you going to stand a drop?”— 
“I going to stand a drop?” I exclaimed, “Sir, 
neither to you, nor to any other person.”— 
“Don’t you know me?” said he. I studied his 
face for a short time, and was shocked to find 
that he was an old schoolfellow of mine, and the 
only son of a very intimate friend of my father.
I besought him to leave the tavern, and go home; 
and promised to see him safely there, adding, 
that his parents would be very much distressed 
if they saw him in that condition. Intreaty was 
useless. His nature, which was wont to be so 
gentle, had become callous alike to threat and 
lncreaty; aim lie Dawieu out for more liquor, 
with an oath which made me shudder. Not be­
ing able to prevail, I pursued my walk, rumin­
ating on the awful change which had come over 
him whom I once called friend. Alas! how 
changed! Born of respectable parents, who 
spared no pains or expense upon the education 
and comfort of their child, he might have been 
an honor to his country, and an ornament to so­
ciety. He might have gladdened their aged 
hearts by his virtues, and rendered easy their 
down-hill of life, but, alas! it was otherwise.
I returned home and knocked at the door of 
the cottage, but received no answer. I lifted the 
latch; no one was ffithin; so I proceeded to the 
garden. The old dame was seated knitting, in 
a neat arbor, and her husband was reading aloud 
the Word of Lite, from a large folio Bible, which 
had belonged to his grandfather. They greeted 
me affectionately on my entrance, and the old 
man would have shut his book, but I begged 
him to proceed. He was reading the 5th chap­
ter of the Epistle to the Ephesians; and when 
he had finished, I reverted to what I had seen 
in the village. I learnt from him, that my old 
companion had lately Contracted an intimacy 
with some .ydMtt# men from a town not far dis­
tant, and they'had led him on by degrees to 
ruin. From an affectionate steady youth, he 
had turned out a complete reprobate. All the 
money he got he spent in liquor; and when his 
finances were exhausted, he applied to his pa­
rents for more. If they refused, he broke out 
into the most abusive language; and notwith­
standing their kindness, he had been even seen 
to strike them. I was quite horrified by this 
narrative, and was determined, if possible, to 
try if I could not bring back the poor misguid­
ed friend of my youth. Full of my purpose, I 
hastened back, when, in going through the vill­
age, I saw a large concourse of people assem­
bled round the door of the Punch-bowl tavern.
A sickly feeling came over me, as I rushed to 
the place, and the expressions, “poor fellow,” 
“I hope he is not dead,” which 1 heard mur­
mured by some of the bystanders, conveyed a 
notion that something awful had occurred. I 
forced my way into the house, and, oh! horror!
there was Charles H------ laid upon a settle, to
all appearance a corpse! The village surgeon 
was in attendance, trying to bleed him, but in 
vain. He was not quite dead, but was com­
pletely stupified. I ordered him to be taken to 
my own lodgings, and dispatched a messenger 
for another surgeon in whom I had greater con­
fidence; and when he came, he pronounced the 
awful sentence, that all was over! Yes, all was 
over! the spark was for ever fled! It appeared 
that he had drank sixteen glasses of rum in the 
space of three hours; cursing, swearing, and 
singing ribald songs, until his speech was gone 
when he sunk into a stupor, from which l'e never 
awoke.
Oh! words cannot convey an idea of the hor­
ror of the drunkard’s death-bed. He is a self- 
murderer of the blackest dye. His steps lead 
down to hell. Innumerable are the instances 
like this which occur weekly; yet men pass 
them by, unthinking and heedless. It is a heart 
rending sight to behold a promising youth giv­
ing himself up to “the pleasures of the bottle.” 
He thinks not that every glass is an arciclc of
damnation to his soul. He dreams not of the 
drunkard’s doom. Oh! shun gay companions. 
They lead you on imperceptibly in the path of 
sin. You smother the still small voice of con­
science with “another glass,” till your doom is 
fixed. “My son, when sinners entice thee, con­
sent thou not, ’ should always he before us when 
temptation assails; and if we remember, that 
“no drunkard, or unclean person, shall enter 
the kingdom of God,” surely the fear of an here­
after spent in torment should lead us to resolve 
never to take the “first glass.” Like a young 
lion tasting blood, you will seldom be satisfied 
till you are gorged.—Preston Advocate.
THE ANTI-TEMPERANCE MEETING.
In 1830, after the formation of a Temperance 
Society at Cape May, the Anti-Temperance men 
held a meeting in an upper room, and on the 
stairs they placed a sentinel with a jug, and 
every person admitted as a member to prove 
himself true blue, drank a certain quanity ot li­
quor. By the time it was proper to organize 
the meeting, it was found the members were too 
drunk to be called to order; the meeting was ad­
journed for ten days, to hold at one of the tav­
erns. The day arrived, and a magistrate, a 
judge ofthe Court, was duly elected President. 
One of the articles of the Constitution was, 
“Any one working for a temperance, man, who 
would not find him a pint of ruin, was to pay 
for a gallon, for the use of the Society.” They 
proceeded to obtain signatures; and the compa­
ny was so intoxicated it took two men, on each 
side, to hand up the members to give in their 
names. One ofthe members so. led up, a man 
of property, had mania a potu, and being out all 
night in this state, had an attack ot paralysis, 
lost the use of speech, and at a vecent sitting of 
the Legislature, an application was made for 
guardians to be appointed over his estate, and 
it was granted.—From a State Agent's Note 
Book.
If the data from which our estimate is made 
be correct, and we have no reason to think other­
wise, there is now consumed in the United States 
more than one hundred million pounds of Tobac­
co every year\ which gives about seven pounds 
to every man, woman and child, or about fifty 
pounds a year to every family of seven persons! 
And the sum annually paid by those who use it 
in a manufactured state, is not short of $20,000,- 
000!
Twenty million dollars paid for---what? why 
for the purpose of making disgusting members 
of society—of filling heads with the noisome 
powder from which bugs flee by instinct—for 
making the breath foetid, and destroying the 
functions ofthe stomach—for abstracting the 
the mind by puffing narcotic fumes,and unfitting 
it for every useful purpose . In short, for liv­
ing sensualists in thestrictestsense,—disregard­
ing the sensitive feelings of those who are com­
pelled to be associates—and of being bound with 
more than iron manacles to the grim tyrant To­
bacco.—Portsmouth Journal.
MISCELLANY.
THE tongue.
“What care,” said an ancient Jewish rabbi, 
“has not the all-wise Creator bestowed on the 
chief organ of speech. All the other principal 
members ofthe human body are situated exter­
nally and that either upright or pending. The 
tongue alone is placed internally, and in a hori­
zontal position that it might remain quiet and 
steady. Nay, that it might be kept within its 
natural bounds, he has encompassed it with 
two walls; one ofivory, the teeth; the other of 
softer substance, the lips. Further, to allay its 
intense ardor, he has surrounded it with an over­
flowing rivulet, the salivary glands. Yet, not­
withstanding all this divine care what mischief 
does it not do! How many conflagrations does 
it raise! Whdt destruction does it cause!”
How descriptive and true are the words of 
the Apostle James. “The tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity; so is the tongue among our 
members, that it defileth the whole body, and 
setteth on fire the course ot nature, and it is set 
on fire of heli.” “Thetongue can noman tame,” 
but it can be tamed, and controlled, and sancti­
fied by God. His grace can effectually subdue 
and sanctify this unruly member.—(London j 
Weekly Visiter.
a man may have; yet by reason that he only of­
ten hummeth and spitteth, therefore the people 
cannot bear with that good and honest man. 
Luther s Table Talk.
Industry.—There are many teachers who 
profess to show the nearest way to excellence, 
and many expedients have been invented by 
which the toil of study might be saved. But 
let no man be seduced to idleness by specious 
promises. Excellence is never granted to man 
but as the reward of labour. It argues, indeed 
no small strength ot mind, to persevere in hab­
its of industry , without the pleasures of perceiv­
ing those advances; which, like the hand of a 
clock, whilst they make hourly approaches to 
their point, yet proceed so slowly as to escape 
observation.
There is one precept, however, in which I 
shall only be opposed by the vain, the ignorant 
and (he idle. I am not afraid that I shall repeat 
it too often. You must have no dependence on 
your own genius. If you have great talents, 
industry will improve them; if you have but mo ­
derate abilities, industry will supply their defi­
ciency. Nothing is denied to well-directed la­
bour: nothing is to be obtained without it-—Sir 
Joshua Reynolds.
Truth.—Petrarch, a celebrated Italian poet, 
who flourished above 400 years ago, recom­
mended himself to the confidence and affection 
of Cardinal Colonna, in whose family he resided 
by his candour and strict regard to truth. A 
violent quarrel occured in the household of this 
nobleman, which was carried so far, that re­
course was had to arms: the cardinal wished to 
know the foundation of this affair: and that he 
might be able to decide with justice, he assem­
bled all his people, and obliged them to bind 
themselves, by a most solemn oath on the Gos­
pels, to declare the whole truth. Every one, 
without exception, submitted to this determina­
tion; even the Bishop of Luna, brother to the 
cardinal, was not excused. Petrarch, in his turn 
presenting himself to take the oath, the cardi­
nal closed the book, and said, “As to you, Pe­
trarch, your word is sufficient.”
There is no manner of inconvenience in hav­
ing a pattern propounded to us, of so great per­
fection as is above our reach to attain to: and 
there may be great advantages in it. The way 
to excel in any kind is to propose the bright, 
est and most perfect examples to our imitation. 
N oman can write after too perfect and good a 
copy; and though he can never reach the per­
fection of it, yet he is likely to learn more than 
by one less perfect. He that aims at the hea­
vens, which yet he is sure to come short of, is 
like to shoot higher than he that aims at a mark 
within his reach.— Tillotson.
Dewey, in his late work; entitled, “The Old 
World and the New,” makes the following among 
many other ingenious comparisions:
Eating.—The Americans and the English 
are the greatest eaters in the world—the most 
voracious devourers of meats, and the most eag­
er for high, hot, and stimulating wines. Meat 
enough is put upon an American dinner table 
every day to keep a family of Frenchmen, Ita­
lians, or even Germans, a full week, if not a 
month, moot, too, at. that very ecaaon of the 
year—the hot season—when its stimulus is too 
strong, and when the system demands the relief 
of vegetable diet. In the south of France meat 
is eaten by the peasantry only once a week ; on 
Sunday, generally. In England, the poorer 
classes, who are far the healthier for it, do not 
have it more than twice a week, and often not 
even once. The French so mingle their meats 
with sauces, vegetables, &c. that very little is 
eaten though much may seem to be.—Pres.
Present Aspect of Babylon.—Though 
the antiquity, as I have said, I determined in 
mind, that I was passing along the walls of’Ba­
bylon. Many fragments of bricks were lying 
among the sand some marked with the charac­
ter I noticed in Hillah. All was barren around; 
although at some distance, where the waters 
were shallowest, I could see the grass peeping 
above them. By the walls I had found a dry 
road to the base of the huge shapeless mound 
on which the tower is placed: its circumference 
is estimated at little more than seven hundred 
yards; a narrow way divided it from a still lar­
ger and more irregular heap, upon the side of 
which stood, facing the tower, a small mosque. 
If the dervishes to whom the memorials are 
erected, lived on the spots where the tonrbs now 
stand that are to be seen over the remains of 
Babylon,they selected well for the abandonment 
of the world; more forlorn spots could scarcely 
be found, for, in the great desert even, there is 
verdure and flower—here all is utter misery.— 
On the height of the first mounds stands a well 
built tower, of something less than forty feet 
high. Such an erection in modern days would 
excite admiration for its workmanship; with what 
astonishment must it be viewed in the supposi­
tion that its age exceeds four thousand years.— 
Huge heaps of bricks lie about, melted into sol­
id masses, as if by the action of fire and the 
whole mound on which the pillar stands is cov­
ered with the fragments of well baked bricks ; 
and this is the Temple of Belus, it is said, or the 
Tower of Babel. At any rate, be it what it may 
it stands on the plain of Shinar where Babylon 
once stood and most completely, as my eye wan • 
dered over the scene of desolation,did I feel the 
truth ofthe fulfilment of the judgments pro­
nounced against her; yes, “Every one that goeth 
by Babylon shall be astonished.’—Major Skin­
ner s Overland Journey,
Preacher’s Defects*—The defects of a 
preacher are soon spied. Let a preacher be en­
dued with ten virtues, and have but one fault, 
that one fault will eclipse and darken all his vir 
tues and gifts,so evil is the world in these times. 
Dr. Justus Jonas hath all the good qualities that
The following information, taken from Casley’s cats 
logue of the manuscripts in the king’s library, is curious'
“Varro says that palm-leaves, or mallow leaves wer’ 
all first used for writing on ; whence the word began and 
continued to signify the leaf of a book, as well as of a 
tree or plant. That the ancients wrote or engraved 
brass is manifest. The laws of the twelve tables, and oth­
er monuments kept in the Capitol were engraven on that 
metal. The Romans and Lacedcemonians wrote to the 
Jews in tables of brass. There is a small fragment of wri­
ting on bark, near a thousand years old, in the Cottonian 
library. The art of making paper of cotton was discov. 
ered in the eleventh century, the invention of making it 
of linen rags could not be much later.” This last observa­
tion differs from Naude.— Curiosities of Literature.
The following occurs in Captain Skinners Excursions in 
India.
“I cannot, from my experience at Mookba, withdraw 
my condemnation of the mountain priests. They are as 
dirty and ignorant as their brothers whom I have already- 
celebrated for eminence in those qualities, and their women. 
‘Out Herod Ilerod.’ There is one man however, in the 
village, who can write and read; he was educated at Bara- 
hal, where there was once a school, hue I feai the school­
master found himself too little appreciated to be tempted 
to continue his vocation. lie is a shrewd knave and has 
had the advantage of travelling a little. He has been to 
the \ alley- of the Dhoon—a great event. He v writes on 
the bark, of a tree-—the Boii Pulla, well known through­
out India as the inner covering of Hookah snakes, and it 
makes a capital substitute for paper. The trees are in 
great quantity thereabouts; and, as the bark is peeled off in 
large sheels, it requires no preparation, lioris it necessary 
to have a peculiar pen to write with, as is the ease with 
leaves, that are still used for that purpose in the east.”
“The natives of Ceylon as yet employ no paper, they 
write on thin leaves of the Ola, and are obliged to make 
use of an iron pen, which they support in a notch cut in 
the thumb nail allowed to grow for that purpose, a literary 
man is discovered by such a mark. A quill, ora reed selves 
my friend of Mookba, for the pen runs as quickly over 
the skin of the boii as it would over the surface of a glazed 
sheet.”
Sacked Music.—There is (a music) that draweth to a 
marvellous grave and sober mediocrity’; there is that car- 
rieth as it were into ecstacies, filling the mind with a hea­
venly joy, and for a time in a manner severing it from the 
body, so that although we lay aside the consideration of 
ditty or matter, the very harmony of sounds being framed 
in due sort, and carried from the ear to the spiritual facul­
ties of our souls, is, by a native puissance and efficacy 
greatly available to bring to a perfect temper whatever is 
there troubled, apt as well to quicken the spirit as to aliay 
that which is too eager, sovereign against melancholy and 
despair, forcible to drawn forth tears of devotion, if the 
mind be such as can yield them, able better to move and 
to moderate all affections__ Hooker’s E. Pol. V. § 38.
- Roger Bacon’s Writings.—The Academy of Sciences 
at Paris, not long since, received a verbal communication 
from M. Cousin, announcing the discovery of some valua­
ble manuscripts, which were left by Roger Bacon, the cel­
ebrated philosopher, who lived in the thirteenth century.— 
Roger Bacon was a Franciscan friar. He was born iri 
England, but passed a large portion of his life in France 
—he was there along time imprisoned in a Monastery, by 
order of the General of the Franciscans. This circum­
stance led M. Cousin to suspect that some writings of this 
distinguished man must exist, with which the world had 
been hitherto unacquainted. And he instituted a careful 
search in the cities of Douay and St. Omer—which have 
been crowned with success. The number which have been 
foundis three, one ot which relates to the system of phys­
ics and metaphysics of Aristotle. M. Cousin is about to 
prepare a memoir on this subject—and it is thought that 
the question will be settled whether Roger Bacon was, as 
has been pretended, the inventor of the telescope, the mi­
croscope, and gunpowder.
ORIGIN or THE MATERIALS OF WRITING.
The most ancient mode of writing was on cylinders, on 
bricks, and on tables of stone : afterwards on plates of va­
rious materials, on ivory, and similar articles. In the 
book of Job, mention is made of the custom of writing 
on stone and on sheets of lead. It was on tables of stone 
that Moses received the law written by the finger of God 
himself. The Gauls, at the time of Ccesar, wrote on ta­
bles; but of what they were composed is not known.—
These early inventions led to the discovery of tables of 
wood; and as cedar is least corruptible, they chose this 
wood for the most important writings. From this custom 
arises the celebrated expression of the ancients, when they 
meant to convey the highest praise of any excellent com­
position, that it was worthy to be written on cedar; though 
some maintain that this phrase refers to the oil of cedar, 
with which valuable parchment manuscripts were anoint­
ed, to preserve them. Isidore of Seville says, that the 
Greeks and Tuscans were the first who used wax to write 
on. They formed the letters with an iron bodkin. But 
the Romans substituted the stylus, made of bone. They 
also employed reeds cut in the form of pens.
Naduc observes, ihat when he was in Italy (about 
1642,) he saw some of those waxen tablets called Pugil- 
lares, and others composed of the bark of trees, which the 
ancients used in lieu of paper, which he observes was not 
then in use; for paper is composed of linen, and linen was 
not then known. Hemp he adds, was known, but not us­
ed. Rabelais, who wrote about 1540, mentions it as a 
new herb, which had only been in use about a century ; 
and in fact, in the reign of Charles the Seventh (1470) lin­
en made of hemp was so scarce, that it is said none hut 
the queen was in possession of two shifts.
In the progress of time, however, the art of writing 
consisted in painting with different kinds of ink. They 
now chose the thin peels of certain trees and plants, and 
even the skins of animals. The first place, it is said, where 
they began to prepare these skins, was Pergamos in Asia. 
This is the origin of the Latin name, from which we have 
derived that of parchment. These skins are, however, bet­
ter known amongst Latin writers, under the name of mem- 
brana, so called from the membranes of animals, of which 
they were composed. The ancients had parchments of 
three different colors, white, yellow, and purple. At 
Rome, white parchment was disliked, because it was more
subject to be soiled than the others, and dazzled the eye.__
They frequently wrote in letters of gold and silver on 
purple parchment. This custom continued in the early 
ages of the church, and there arc yet extant written co­
pies of the evangelists of this kind.
The Egyptians employed the bark of a plant or reed 
called papyrus. Specimens may be seen at the British 
Museum. Formerly there grew great quantities of it on 
the side of the Nile. It is this plant which has given tire
name to our paper, although it is made of linen rags__
The Chinese make tiieir paper of silk.
The use of paper is of great antiquity. Some of the 
specimens of papyrus which have been found in the mum­
my pits of Egypt are said to be as old as the time of Mo­
ses. I he honour of inventing it is given to the town of 
Memphis. Before the use of parchment and paper pass­
ed to the Romans, they used the tliin peel found on trees 
between the wood and the hark. This second skin they 
called liber—whence their word liber, a hook, and from 
them, our word library, and the French livre. Anciently 
instead of folding this parchment and paper they rolled it 
and the latin name which they gave these rolls is passed 
into our language—we say a volume, although our books 
are composed of pages cut and bound together The an' 
cients were still more curious than ourselves, in bavin- 
tiieir honks richly got up. Beside the tiet of purple" 
with which they tmted their vellum, and the liouid ,, cl. they employed for ,b,ir IS
ed the covers of their books with precious stones.
Vicarious Punishment.—According to a German pa­
per, the Gazette dc Wiemur,the Turks allow the punish­
ment of the hastindo to be inflicted on a substitute instead 
of the actual offender. Theie is a class of poor persons 
who make a trade of receiving whipping? instead of weal­
thier criminals. The price of a substitute in such cases 
depends upon the number of blows he is to receive. A 
substitute is usually found at the rate of 50 piastres (about 
four dollars and a half,) and in every place of any impor­
tance 11 Turkey, several Mussulmans of the lowest class 
have no other means of subsistence. In this manner the 
hastindo loses much of its cruelty, since he who is con­
demned to suffer it, never receives it, if he possesses money 
enough to pay a substitute. The justice of the law also is 
fully satisfied.
We were yesterday, says the New York Gazette, an ey. - 
witness to a specimen which had it not fallen under our in­
spection, we should have been sceptical in believing. It 
was the operation at the Fair of the American Institute, 
of reducing wheat, in straw, to baked bread in ten minutes. 
The process was as follows: “Twelve bundles of straw 
were placed in a machine in the garden, which camo out 
threshed in a minute and a half; the winnowing was ef­
fected in a minute , the grinding and bolting occupied a 
minute and a half; the dough was kneaded and the cakes 
formed in two minutes. The whole contents of the twelve 
bundles were placed in a kitchen range, and and came out 
thoroughly baked in four minutes—making, in the whole 
ten minutes. The cakes were distributed round, and they 
only wanted the aid of a cooler, and a few pounds, of Go­
shen butter, to have been swallowed in another minute,
without the aid of mastication.
The present may be regarded as a bookinaking age. It 
is computed that in France, there were published during 
the past year six thousand works in various languages.—In 
Germany it is supposed that there are now living upwards 
of 50,000 persons, who have written one or more books.— 
Host. Mercantile Journal.
“Ever,” is a word much on the lips, but little in the 
head or heart. The fashion of this world, its joys and its 
sorrows pass away like the winged breeze,—there is nought 
forever but that which belongs to the world beyond tlie 
grave.—Scott.
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